
Acquisition of Property by Lease – PBS North Carolina 

ISSUE OVERVIEW 
University of North Carolina System institutions are required to request authority from the University of North 
Carolina Board of Governors to proceed with certain acquisitions and dispositions of real property. 

PBS North Carolina requests authorization for acquisition of .39 acres of property by ground lease to continue 
operation of a television transmission tower on Reservoir Ridge Road, in Cullowhee, North Carolina. PBS NC 
operates various towers throughout the state in support of its statewide broadcasting capabilities. PBS NC has 
ground leased this property since 1988 for the operation of a television translator site. The previous ground 
lease has expired, and the property is currently being leased under a short-term lease which will expire 
September 30, 2023. The new ground lease will be for a five-year term starting October 1, 2023, and includes 
two options to extend for an additional five years. The annual lease rate is $2,600 with a three percent annual 
escalation rate. PBS NC owns the tower and equipment located on the site. Due to the topography in Cullowhee, 
the site provides the best location for signal strength. 

RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Board of Governors approve this request. This item requires approval by the Council 
of State. 
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