
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Committee on Public Affairs 

 
 
 
July 21, 2021 at 10:45 a.m.  
Via Videoconference and PBS North Carolina Live Stream 
University of North Carolina System Office 
Center for School Leadership Development, Room 128 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
 
 
AGENDA 
 
OPEN SESSION 

A-1. Approval of the Minutes of April 21, 2021 ......................................................................... C. Philip Byers 
 

A-2. State Government Relations Update  ................................................................................. Bart Goodson 
 

A-3. Federal Government Relations Update  ..........................................................................Elizabeth Morra 
 

A-4. Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Committee on Public Affairs 

  
DRAFT MINUTES 
 
April 21, 2021 
University of North Carolina System Office 
Center for School Leadership Development, Room 128  
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
 
This meeting of the Committee on Public Affairs was presided over by Chair C. Philip Byers.  The following committee 
members, constituting a quorum, were also present in person or by video:  N. Leo Daughtry, Steven B. Long, Dwight 
D. Stone, and Temple Sloan.   
 
Chancellor participating was Darrell Allison.    
 
Staff members present included Bart Goodson, Elizabeth Morra, and others from the UNC System Office.  
 
 
1. Call to Order and Approval of OPEN Session Minutes (Item A-1)  

 
Chair Byers called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m., on Wednesday, April 21, 2021.   
 
Chair Byers called for a motion to approve the open session minutes of February 21, 2021.  
 
MOTION: Resolved, that the Committee on Public Affairs approve the open session minutes of February 21, 2021, 
as distributed.  
 
Motion: N. Leo Daughtry  
Motion carried   
 

  
Roll Call Vote 

Byers Yes 
Stone Yes 
Long Yes 
Daughtry Yes 
Sloan Yes 

 
 
2. State Government Relations Update (Item A-2) 
 
Chair Byers called on Mr. Bart Goodson to provide a state government relations update to the committee. Mr. 
Goodson highlighted the activities and meetings at the North Carolina General Assembly, with respect to efforts to 
promote the UNC System 2021 Budget and Legislative Agenda. All of the UNC System priorities have been filed via 
bills in either the House or Senate. Many of these bills passed at least one chamber and staff continues to press 

 



these issues as the May 13 crossover date approaches. Staff expects the remainder of the items to be included in 
the state budget. The Senate filing deadline passed and the House filing deadline is in early May. The state relations 
team is tracking over 150 bills this session.  Lastly, Mr. Goodson updated the committee on meetings with members 
regarding the UNC System 2021 Budget and Legislative Agenda and Capital Request. 
 
3. Federal Government Relations Update (Item A-3) 
 
Chair Byers called upon Ms. Elizabeth Morra to provide a federal government relations update to the 
committee.  Ms. Morra gave an update on the latest stimulus bill, The American Rescue Plan, and what it could 
mean for UNC System campuses in terms of funding and policy.   She also outlined plans for two infrastructure bills 
making their way through Congress and previewed what was included in President Biden’s FY2022 budget 
request.  Finally, Ms. Morra told the committee about the newly reformed earmark process introduced in Congress, 
which is now called community project-funding requests.    
 
4. Military Affairs Update (Item A-4) 
 
Chair Byers called upon Ms. Kathie Sidner to provide a military affairs update to the committee.  Ms. Sidner gave 
an update on the Patriot Star Scholarship program, a $1 million state appropriated scholarship program for eligible 
military children and spouses.  The UNC System administers this scholarship program through two North Carolina 
non-profit organizations, the Patriot Foundation and the Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation. Through April 2021, 
$860,000 of the $1 million funds for FY2021 had been distributed to 145 students attending 20 public, private, two-
year, and four-year institutions of higher learning in North Carolina. The majority of scholarship recipients (101 of 
145) attend UNC System institutions.  
 
Chair Byers introduced the new student representative to the committee Ray Palma from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill.  
 
5. Adjourn (Item A-5) 

 
There being no further business and without objection, the meeting adjourned at 12:19 p.m. 
 



 
 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Committee on Public Affairs 

July 21, 2021 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 

 
A-2. State Relations Update ............................................................................................................. Bart Goodson 
 
 
Situation: The committee will receive a report on the ongoing legislative session. This will include 

an update on the status of the budget process and 2021 UNC System Budget and 
Legislative Priorities.  

 
Background: Staff will give an overview of the Senate Operating Budget and Capital included in 

Senate Bill 105, 2021 Appropriations Act. Included in the recent Senate Budget are many 
items from 2021 UNC System Budget and Legislative Priorities and nearly all of the UNC 
System Capital Improvement Priorities request, that passed during the February Board 
of Governors meeting. The Senate budget passed on June 25, 2021. The House of 
Representatives is expected to release their budget in late July or early August.  

 
Assessment: Enclosed is the presentation that will be delivered by staff. 
 
Action: This item is for information only. 

 



 
 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Committee on Public Affairs 

July 21, 2021 
 

 
AGENDA ITEM 

 
A-3. Federal Relations Update ...................................................................................................... Elizabeth Morra 
 
 
Situation: The committee will receive an update on federal legislation impacting the UNC System. 
 
Background: Elizabeth Morra will provide the committee with a federal update on what Congress is 

working on, including the infrastructure package and annual appropriations bills.   

Assessment: Enclosed is the presentation that will be delivered by staff. 
 
Action: This item is for information only. 

 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Meeting of the Board of Governors

July 21, 2020
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STATE RELATIONS UPDATE

Bart Goodson
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2021 Budget Priorities
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State Relations – Update on UNC System Priorities: 

House Bill 142: UNC Building Reserves/Certain Projects, SL 2021-19

House Bill 602: UNC Legislative Priorities/HR/Reports, SL 2021-80

(3 sections from HB 243: UNC Legislative Priorities/COVID-19 Impacts)

Senate Bill 367: UNC W & UNC G Self-Liquidating Capital Project, SL 2021-74

Senate Bill 390: UNC Law Enforcement Recruitment, SL 2021-20
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Other Bills:

• House Bill 481: Firearm Disposal/UNC Campus Police, Senate Rules

• House Bill 707: Student Borrowers' Bill of Rights
o This bill was last heard in House, Universities Committee.

• Senate Bill 126: Clean Up Obsolete Boards, S Failed Concur In H Com Sub

• Senate Bill 355/House Bill 64: Government Transparency Act of 2021
o House voted not to concur on House Bill 64.

• Senate Bill 728: PPT & Speaker UNC Bds of Trustees Appts, Ratified
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Senate Operating Budget Comparison

• Senate Bill 105, 2021 Appropriations Act

o Passed the Senate on June 25, 2021

6



7



8



Senate 2021-23 Capital Budget Comparison
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Senate Capital Budget 
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State Relations – Next Steps:

• House Budget

• House / Senate Budget Conference

• Governor 
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FEDERAL RELATIONS UPDATE

Elizabeth Morra

12



Congressional Priorities

• Infrastructure 

• Annual Appropriations Bills 
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QUESTIONS?

CONNECT           www.northcarolina.edu uncsystem @UNC_system @UNC_system
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