
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Committee on Public Affairs 

 
 
 
 
February 17, 2021 at 2:30 p.m.  
Via Videoconference and PBS NC Live Stream 
University of North Carolina System Office 
Center for School Leadership Development, Board Room 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
 

AGENDA 

 
A-1.  Approval of the Minutes of January 20, 2021…………………………………………………………………C. Philip Byers 

 
A-2. State Government Relations Update……………………………………………………………………………...Bart Goodson 
 
A-3. Federal Government Relations Update ..........................................................................Elizabeth Morra 

 
A-4.  Adjourn 
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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Committee on Public Affairs 

  
DRAFT MINUTES 
 
January 20, 2021 
University of North Carolina System Office 
Center for School Leadership Development, Board Room  
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
 
This meeting of the Committee on Public Affairs was presided over by Chair C. Philip Byers.  The following committee 
members, constituting a quorum, were also present in person or by Video:  N. Leo Daughtry, Steven B. Long, and 
Dwight D. Stone.  The following committee members were absent:  Temple Sloan. 
 
Chancellors participating were Peggy Valentine and Robin Cummings.    
 
Staff members present included Bart Goodson, Timothy Minor, Elizabeth Morra, Austen Nowell, and others from 
the UNC System Office.  
 

 
1. Call to Order and Approval of OPEN Session Minutes (Item A‐1)  

 
Chair Byers called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m., on Wednesday, January 20, 2021.   
 
Chair Byers called for a motion to approve the open session minutes of October 21, 2020, and November 18, 
2020. 
 
MOTION: Resolved, that the Committee on Public Affairs approve the open session minutes of October 21, 2020 
and November 18, 2021, as distributed.  
 
Motion: N. Leo Daughtry  
Motion carried   
 

   

Roll Call Vote 

Byers  Yes 

Stone  Yes 

Long  Yes 

Daughtry  Yes 

Sloan  Absent 
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2. University Advancement Update (Item A‐2) 

 
Chair Byers called on Mr. Timothy Minor to present the Fiscal Year 2019‐2020 University Advancement Update.   
Mr. Minor highlighted the UNC System strategic directions, shared services, NC gift giving, COVID‐19 impact, and 
System Wide Fundraising. Mr. Blake MacIver provided the committee with an update on data modernization and 
the shared services project.  
 
3. 2021 Legislative Proposals (Item A‐3) 

 

Chair Byers called on Ms. Austen Nowell to present two additional proposals to add to the 2021 Legislative 
priorities. The priorities were approved during the November meeting.  These proposals align with the 
University’s Strategic Plan, and reinforce the efforts of the UNC System Office and UNC System constituent 
institutions to achieve the goals of previous legislation instated by the General Assembly.   
 
MOTION: Resolved, that the Committee on Public Affairs approve the two additional proposals, as distributed.  
 
Motion: N. Leo Daughtry  
Motion carried   
 

   

Roll Call Vote 

Byers  Yes 

Stone  Yes 

Long  Yes 

Daughtry  Yes 

Sloan  Absent 

 

 
4. Federal Government Relations Update (Item A‐4) 

Chair Byers called upon Ms. Elizabeth Morra to provide a federal government relations update to the Public 
Affairs Committee.   Since the committee’s  last meeting, Congress passed a second COVID‐19 Relief Bill. Ms. 
Morra  provided  an  overview  of  the  recently  enacted  bill  and  gave  an  update  on  the  FY  2021  Omnibus 
Appropriations bill. Next, Ms. Morra introduced the UNC System Federal Priorities for the 117th Congress. These 
priorities will  come  for  a  vote before  the  committee  and  full Board  at  its next meeting..  Finally, Congress 
recently passed Veterans Health and Benefits legislation and Ms. Morra explained how this legislation affects 
the UNC System. 

 
5. Adjourn (Item A‐5) 

 

There being no further business and without objection, the meeting adjourned at 3:06 P.M. 

 
___________________________________ 

Steven B. Long, Secretary 



 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

Committee on Public Affairs 
February 17, 2021 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 

 
A-2. State Government Relations Update ....................................................................................... Bart Goodson 
 
 
Situation: The committee will receive an update on the 2021 Legislative Session. 
 
Background: The North Carolina General Assembly (NCGA) convened on Wednesday, January 13, 

2021, for the 2021-22 Biennium. The committee will hear how the System Office has 
begun promoting the 2021 state operating budget proposal and legislative agenda. 

 
Assessment: Mr. Goodson will provide an update to the committee on activities and meetings  

at the NCGA. 
 
Action: This item is for information only. 



 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

Committee on Public Affairs 
February 17, 2021 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 

 
A‐3.  Federal Government Relations Update ................................................................................. Elizabeth Morra 
 
Situation:  The  committee will  receive  an update on  federal  legislative  issues  and UNC  System 

Federal Priorities.  
 
Background:  Ms. Morra will provide an update  the  status of  the next Covid‐19 Stimulus package, 

which is pending before Congress.  Additionally, Ms. Morra will recap the UNC System 
Federal Priorities for the 117th Congress.  

 

Assessment:  This briefing will summarize new stimulus legislation, as well as the UNC System Federal 
Priorities. 

 
Action:  This item requires a vote by the committee and a vote by the full Board of Governors. 

 

















PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Meeting of the Board of Governors
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STATE RELATIONS UPDATE

Bart Goodson, Senior Vice President of Government 
Relations
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Update on activities and meetings

Presentations to:

House Education, Universities Committee – 2/4

Senate Education/Higher Education Committee – 2/10

Meetings with:

House Education, Universities Committee, Chair

House Appropriations, Education Committee, Chairs

House Appropriations Committee, Senior Chairs and Chairs

Senate Appropriations/Base Budget, Chairs

Various House and Senate Members 

House and Senate Leadership Staff
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Other items:

Governor Cooper’s plan for allocating federal COVID-19 relief funds

General Fund Revenue Consensus Forecast
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FEDERAL RELATIONS UPDATE

Elizabeth Morra, Vice President for Federal Relations
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Next Big Stimulus 

 $350 billion for state and local governments

 $60 billion vaccines, testing, tracing

 $1,400 direct stimulus checks

 $7.6 billion broadband access

 $40 billion for higher education
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House ED and Labor COVID-19 Stimulus

HEERF 3 (Higher ED Emergency Relief Fund)

 $170 billion for education; $40 billion for higher 
education

 Estimated $509 million new funds for UNC System 
Institutions

 Formula:  50% Total FTE; 50% Total Enrollment

Half for direct student aid; half institutional

 7.5% for HBCUs, MSIs and SIPS (10 Campuses)
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HEERF 3 Continued

Does not include $5 billion Governor’s 
education discretionary fund

Crackdown on for-profit colleges

o Limits funds to 1%, as opposed to 3%

o Closes 90/10 loophole

• Current law excludes GI bill benefits from requirement 
that for-profits receive no more than 90% of funding 
from Dept of ED; vet groups argue provision led to 
predatory recruitment of student veterans
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HEERF 3 Estimates for UNC System Campuses 
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What’s Next? 

HEERF 3 included in $2 trillion reconciliation bill

Game Plan:

 House vote before end of Feb

 Senate HELP Committee will mark up bill

 Reconciliation requires simple majority vote; 60 
votes not required in Senate

 Signed into law prior to mid March
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UNC System Federal Priorities for 117th Congress

Recommendations solicited from all UNC System 
Campuses

Three Priority Focus Areas:

1. Support for federal research

2. Commitment to expanding access, affordability, and 
promoting student success

3. Support for campuses during the COVID-19 
pandemic
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THANK YOU

CONNECT           www.northcarolina.edu uncsystem @UNC_system @UNC_system



QUESTIONS?

CONNECT           www.northcarolina.edu uncsystem @UNC_system @UNC_system
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