
Disposition of Property by Ground Lease – North Carolina State University 

ISSUE OVERVIEW 
UNC System institutions are required to request authority from the Board of Governors to proceed with certain 
acquisitions and dispositions of real property. 

The North Carolina State University Board of Trustees is requesting authorization to enter into a ground lease 
with the United States Department of Agriculture, Agriculture Research Service (USDA ARS) for property located 
at Lake Wheeler Field Lab for the purpose of constructing a new field research building. The new facility will 
include a 50,000 GSF field research building, two 7,000 GSF greenhouses, and associated drive and parking areas. 
USDA will construct the new facilities, which will be subject to review and approval through NC State’s standard 
design approval process. The parcel to be ground leased will be between twelve and fifteen acres, located at the 
intersection of Lake Wheeler Road and Inwood Road, and the final acreage will be determined by survey. The 
ground lease term will be for twenty years for a nominal one-time payment of $1.00, with an option to extend 
for an additional twenty years. The lease may be terminated by the tenant at any time, following a twelve-
months written notice. The building will house USDA and NC State personnel, including faculty from the 
Biochemistry, Plant and Microbial Biology, and Crop and Soil Science departments. The USDA ARS program has 
been an important long-term partner and the project will foster and promote greater collaboration between the 
USDA and NC State on interdisciplinary plant research. 

North Carolina State University’s Board of Trustees approved the request at the November 13, 2020 meeting. 

RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Board of Governors approve this request. This item requires approval by the Council 
of State. 
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