
Claude Clegg 
 
Claude Clegg's work focuses on African American history as well as the African diaspora of the Atlantic 
world, exploring the ways in which people of African descent have created and imagined communities 
and identities outside Africa. He is the author of three books, including An Original Man: The Life and 
Times of Elijah Muhammad (St. Martin’s Press, 1997), The Price of Liberty: African Americans and the 
Making of Liberia (University of North Carolina Press, 2004), and Troubled Ground: A Tale of Murder, 
Lynching, and Reckoning in the New South (University of Illinois Press, 2010). He is currently writing a 
book that examines the ways that African Americans imagined, experienced, and interpreted the 
presidency of Barack Obama. He received his M.A. and Ph.D. in history at the University of Michigan at 
Ann Arbor. He received his bachelor’s degree in Political Science and Afro-American Studies at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  
 
Claude Clegg teaches courses in African American and U.S. history.  He holds the Lyle V. Jones 
Distinguished Professorship in the Department of African, African American, and Diaspora Studies at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He also has an appointment in the History department of 
UNC-Chapel Hill. 
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Lisa Levenstein 
 
Lisa Levenstein is Associate Professor of History and Director of the Humanities Network and 
Consortium at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. She is the author of A Movement 
Without Marches: African American Women and the Politics of Poverty in Postwar Philadelphia 
(UNC Press, 2009), which was a co-winner of the Kenneth Jackson Book Award from the Urban 
History Association and received an Honorable Mention for the Frederick Jackson Turner Award 
from the Organization of American History. Levenstein has also written award-winning articles 
on women’s activism and the state in the postwar United States. She has held fellowships from 
the American Association of University Women, the Center for African American Urban Studies 
and the Economy, the National Humanities Center, and the American Council of Learned 
Societies. Her current book project is on multiracial US feminism in the 1990s and beyond 
(under contract with Basic Books).  
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Timothy J. Smith 
 
Timothy J. Smith is associate professor and chair of Anthropology at Appalachian State University. 
Before coming to Appalachian State in the fall of 2008, he was visiting assistant professor of Humanities 
and American Studies at the University of South Florida, where he was also associate director of the 
Institute for the Study of Latin America and the Caribbean as well as Graduate Studies Advisor. At the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, he was Associate Director of the Center for Latin American 
and Caribbean Studies as well as the Graduate Studies Advisor. In 2012, he was in residence at Princeton 
University as a visiting assistant professor in the Department of Anthropology and as visiting research 
scholar for the program in Latin American Studies. He also held a guest appointment with the Office of 
Population Research.  
 
Dr. Smith received his M.A. and PhD at the University of Albany - SUNY. His areas of research include the 
critical examination of community participation, linguistic revival and change, violence and conflict, 
development, human rights, citizenship and the state, environmental conservation, and grassroots 
indigenous politics in Latin America (Guatemala and Ecuador).  
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