Provisions Relating to Campus Obligations under Title IV Program Participation Agreements

 
Each institution is required to execute the U.S. Department of Education Program Participation Agreement (PPA) in order to participate in any Title IV HEA Program.  The Higher Education Opportunity Act, imposes additional disclosure and reporting requirements on our institutions.
In signing the PPA, the institution agrees that it is and will remain in compliance with:

· Title IV program statutes and implementing regulations 
· Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and regulations

· Title IX of Education Amendments of 1972 and regulations

· Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 and regulations

· Section 504 of  the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and regulations

· Age Discrimination Act of 1075 and regulations

It makes certain certifications that it:

· Has a drug abuse prevention program in operation that is accessible to any employee or student at the institution;

· Is in compliance with the Campus Security Act

· Has not used HEA funds to pay anyone for influencing or attempting to influence officers or employees of any agency, members of Congress or congressional employees with respect to specified types of federal actions

· Has developed plans to effectively combat the unauthorized distribution of copyrighted material, including through the use of a variety of technology-based deterrents; and will, to the extent practicable, offer alternatives to illegal downloading or peer-to-peer distribution of intellectual property, as determined by the institution in consultation with the chief technology officer or other designated officer of the institution.

The required list of disclosures to students (and the offices that are responsible) includes: 
Financial Aid Offices
· available student financial assistance programs;

· method of distribution for student financial assistance;

· how to apply for student financial assistance;

· rights and responsibilities of students receiving Title IV aid;

· cost of attendance at the institution;

· requirements for refunds, for return of federal funds, and for officially withdrawing from the institution;

· who to contact and how to receive required disclosures;

· terms and conditions for deferral or partial cancellation of student loans;

· notice that study abroad is considered enrollment at the home institution for purposes of federal student aid;
· The terms and conditions of the FFEL, Direct and Perkins loans students receive; 
· aid cutoff will be implemented for students who have been convicted for possession or sale of illegal drugs
Department of Public Safety

· the campus crime report;
· notice advising where to find information provided by a state or the District of Columbia concerning registered sex offenders who are enrolled or employed on campus; 
· The institution’s fire safety report with results by dormitory;
· The institution’s biennial review of drug/alcohol policy and enforcement;
· Reports of students who have been convicted of possession or sale of illegal drugs;
· a missing student notification policy for students who reside in on-campus housing and have been determined after an investigation by campus security officials to be missing for 24 hours; 

· disclosure to the alleged victim (or next of kin in event of death) of any violent crime or non-forcible sex offense the final results of any institutional disciplinary proceeding conducted against the alleged perpetrator of such crime or offense. 
Department of Athletics
· equity in athletics report;
· compilation of revenues and expenditures concerning athletics-related student aid
Registrar

· Family Education Rights and Privacy Act and policy notification
Disabilities Coordinator

· Special facilities and services available to handicapped students
Director of Health Services

· The institution’s policy on vaccinations

Chief Academic Officer
· institutional accreditation and licensure information;

· standards for satisfactory academic progress;

· completion or graduation rates for the institution;
· academic program information, including facilities and faculty;
· The institution’s plans for improving the academic program of the institution; 

· The institution’s policies and sanctions regarding copyright infringement, including (a) an annual disclosure informing students that the unauthorized distribution of copyrighted material, including peer-to-peer file sharing, may subject the students to criminal or civil penalties; (b) a summary of the penalties for violations of copyright laws; and (c) a description of the institution’s policy, including sanctions, on unauthorized peer-to-peer file sharing; 

· Student body diversity including the percentage of enrolled, full-time men, women, recipients of Pell Grants, and self-identified racial or ethnic minorities;

· Placement information for the graduates of the institution’s degree or certificate programs; 

· Graduate and professional programs in which graduates of the institution’s four-year programs have enrolled; 

· Retention rate of certificate or degree seeking first-time, full-time undergraduate students at the institution;
· disclose publicly transfer of credit policies, including criteria related to transfer of credit earned at another institution;
· transmit voter registration information electronically to students, provided that the electronic message only include voter registration information ;
· cost calculators on the web showing cost of attending the institution (effective August 14, 2009);  and

· the International Standards Book Number (“ISBN”) and retail price for required and recommended textbooks and supplemental materials for each course listed on the schedule, to the maximum extent feasible. ( effective July 1, 2010) 
Reporting requirements:
Develop and implement Code of Conduct with respect to loan programs with which its officers, employees and agents shall comply, with annual notification, administration and enforcement.  This includes provision that any contracting arrangements between a lender and financial aid employee or agent are prohibited.
Develop and implement of compliance procedures with the Truth in Lending Act modification, the new Section 128(e)(3)
Develop a teach-out plan and submit to accrediting agencies if the Secretary initiates a limitation, suspension, or termination of the institution in any program under Title IV (or emergency action)  

Preferred lender lists and lender affiliates must be administered pursuant to the law. The 2007regulations (effective July 1, 2008) require that three lenders on the school's preferred lender list must be unaffiliated. It is recommended that institutions should identify, as part of any preferred lender list disclosures, any affiliations among the lenders on the preferred lender list. 

Expansion of reporting requirements under the Clery Act to include (1) reports of written agreements between a higher education institution and state and local law enforcement agencies and (2) a statement on the institution’s policies regarding immediate emergency response and campus evacuation procedures. 
Implement system to identify and resolve discrepancies in the information that the institution receives from different sources with respect to a student's application for financial aid under Title IV, HEA programs.

Collect and maintain racial and ethnic data from students and staff; and aggregating racial and ethnic data when reporting those data to the Department.  Students and staff may not report ethnicity and race separately and are permitted to select more than one race. The inquiry includes expanded race categories. This is not required until fall 2010 for the 2010-2011 school year.

The Department of Education’s independent Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance has been tasked with developing and maintaining an information clearinghouse to help institutions of higher education understand the regulatory impact of the Federal Government in order to raise awareness of institutional legal obligations and provide information to improve compliance with, and to reduce the duplication and inefficiency of, Federal regulations. 
� � HYPERLINK "http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/20/1094.html" �20 U.S.C. § 1094�; � HYPERLINK "http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=0e3be25a4d749823c9526c9fb09f19e7&rgn=div5&view=text&node=34:3.1.3.1.34&idno=34" \l "34:3.1.3.1.34.1.40.1" �34 C.F.R. § 668.1�, et seq. 








