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Executive Summary

In 2001, the General Assembly approved legislation to provide $2 million to support teacher education programs offered through distance education.  The legislation (SL 2001-424, §31.7) states:

It is the intent of the General Assembly to make teacher education programs easily accessible statewide through distance education.  The General Assembly finds that the “2+2” program is an excellent model for teacher credential programs and encourages its use as a model.

To achieve the goal of encouraging the “2+2” program as a model for teacher programs and to make those model teacher education programs available and easily accessible statewide, any teacher education program that is offered by a constituent institution through distance education that does not require campus residency is eligible for funds appropriated by the act for that purpose.  The Board of Governors shall determine the eligibility of a constituent institution pursuant to this section.  The Board of Governors shall also determine the amount of funds to be allocated to each eligible institution based on the number of student credit hours taught in teacher preparation courses through distance education at that institution and shall distribute those funds to the institution.  The Board of Governors of The University of North Carolina shall report to the Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee annually regarding the implementation of this section and the amount and use of the funds allocated pursuant to this section.

This Teacher Education/Distance Education (TE/DE) funding has enabled the 15 UNC teacher education programs to initiate and continue a wide variety of activities that have resulted in increased access to their programs through distance learning (e.g. courses being delivered at off-campus sites) and e-learning (e.g. online or partially online courses).  These funds have helped many of the teacher education programs strengthen and expand the partnerships between their campuses and community colleges.  Other examples of fund utilization include enhancement of technology at off-campus sites, professional development for faculty involved in the development of online courses, efforts to increase enrollments in teacher education programs, and the purchase of equipment and materials to support faculty in various ways.    

