
UNC CAMPUS MISSION STATEMENTS 

Campuses with No Changes in Mission Statement 

Appalachian State University  
Appalachian State University is a public comprehensive university, offering 
a wide variety of degree programs at the baccalaureate, master’s, and 
intermediate levels as well as the Ed.D. in Educational Leadership.  With a 
distinctively residential campus and a faculty and staff characterized by 
high quality and broad diversity of professional skills, Appalachian takes as 
its mission the practice and propagation of scholarship.  This is 
accomplished particularly through instruction, but also through the 
research, creative, and service activities of the university community. 

Appalachian is committed to excellence in its undergraduate and graduate educational 
programs, while continuing to serve as a center of cultural and professional activity within 
its state and region. 

East Carolina University 
East Carolina University, a constituent institution of the University of 
North Carolina, is a public doctoral/research-intensive university 
committed to meeting the educational needs of North Carolina.  It offers 
baccalaureate, master’s, specialist, and doctoral degrees in the liberal arts, 
sciences and professional fields, including medicine. 

The university is dedicated to educational excellence, exemplary teaching, 
responsible stewardship of the public trust, and academic freedom.  The 

university values the contributions of a diverse community, supports shared governance, 
and guarantees equality of opportunity. 

East Carolina University’s motto is “servire,” meaning “to serve” and it seeks to meet that 
obligation through the following interrelated components of its mission: education, research 
and creative activity, and leadership and partnerships within its region. 

Elizabeth City State University  
Elizabeth City State University is a public university offering baccalaureate 
degree programs in the arts and sciences, selected professional and pre-
professional areas, and the Master’s Degree in Elementary Education.  
Through its Graduate Center, the university provides educational access to 
students who seek advanced professional study and master’s degree 
programs offered by other constituent institutions. 

 

Originally an institution for African Americans, Elizabeth City State’s heritage provides a 
rich background for serving its increasingly multi-cultural student body.  The university 
offers a challenging and supportive environment that prepares its students for 
knowledgeable, responsible participation and leadership in an ever-changing, 
technologically advanced global society. 

Elizabeth City State University promotes excellence in teaching as its primary responsibility 
to meet the needs of the students and citizens of the state.  Through its teaching, research, 
and community outreach, the university seeks to identify and address the needs of 
northeastern North Carolina with particular attention to supporting its environmentally 
sensitive economic development. 



 

Fayetteville State University  
Fayetteville State University is a public comprehensive university, offering 
degrees at the baccalaureate, master’s and doctoral levels.  The primary 
mission of Fayetteville State University is to provide quality education to 
its students through a basic liberal arts foundation, specialized 
professional training, and specific graduate programs.  Committed to 
excellence in teaching, research, and service to the community, the 
university seeks to prepare its students and graduates to lead meaningful 

and productive lives.  In doing so, Fayetteville State University strives to produce creative 
thinkers and leaders who will reach beyond current intellectual and cultural boundaries to 
become the change agents for shaping the future of America and the world. 

As part of its broader mission, the university extends its services as a regional institution 
by providing life-long learning experiences and opportunities to the University’s immediate 
and extended communities and serving as a resource for business, education, and culture 
in North Carolina. 

North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University 
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University is a public, 
comprehensive, land-grant university committed to fulfilling its 
fundamental purposes through exemplary undergraduate and graduate 
instruction, scholarly and creative research, and effective public service.  
The university offers degree programs at the baccalaureate, master’s and 
doctoral levels with emphasis on engineering, science, technology, literature 
and other academic areas.  As one of North Carolina’s three engineering 

colleges, the university offers Ph.D. programs in engineering.  Basic and applied research is 
conducted by faculty in university centers of excellence, in interinstitutional relationships, 
and through significant involvement with several public and private agencies.  The 
university also conducts major research through engineering, transportation, and its 
extension programs in agriculture. 
 

North Carolina Central University 
North Carolina Central University is a comprehensive university offering 
programs at the undergraduate and graduate levels.  It is the nation’s first 
public liberal arts institution founded for African Americans.  The 
university maintains a strong liberal arts tradition and a commitment to 
academic excellence in a diverse educational and cultural environment.  It 
seeks to encourage intellectual curiosity and to enhance the academic and 
professional skills of its students and faculty. 

The mission of the university is to prepare students academically and 
professionally and to promote consciousness of social responsibility and dedication to the 
advancement of the general welfare of the people of North Carolina, the United States, and 
the world.  The university will serve its traditional clientele of African American students; it 
will also expand its commitment to meet the educational needs of a student body that is 
diverse in race and other socioeconomic attributes. 

Teaching is the primary focus of the university.  As a part of that focus, the university 
encourages its faculty to pursue intellectual development and rewards effective teaching.  
The university recognizes, however, the mutually reinforcing impact of scholarship and 
service on effective teaching and learning.  North Carolina Central University, therefore, 
encourages and expects faculty and students to engage in scholarly, creative, and service 
activities which benefit the community. 



 

North Carolina School of the Arts 
The North Carolina School of the Arts is a specialized institution, offering 
programs at the secondary and baccalaureate levels in dance, design and 
production, drama, filmmaking, and music, and at the master’s level in 
design and production and music.  The School is the only state institution 
dedicated entirely to the professional training of students who possess 
exceptional talent in the performing arts.  According to the Enabling Act, 
the mission is distinctive: 

“…The primary purpose of the School shall be the professional training, as distinguished 
from liberal arts instruction, of talented students in the fields of music, drama, dance, and 
allied performing arts, at both the high school and college levels of instruction, with 
emphasis placed upon performance of the arts, and not upon academic studies of the arts.” 

Its program in the performing arts includes general education programs offered by the 
Division of General Studies.  The School will continue to strengthen and improve its 
existing programs, and will continue to place emphasis upon recruitment of North Carolina 
students.  The School will also emphasize the further development of those community 
service activities that contribute to the cultural enrichment of North Carolina, principally 
through concerts and performances of its faculty and students.  These activities form an 
important element in the professional training of its students. 

 
 

North Carolina State University 
The mission of North Carolina State University is to serve its students and 
the people of North Carolina as a doctoral/research-extensive, land-grant 
university.  Through the active integration of teaching, research, extension, 
and engagement North Carolina State University creates an innovative 
learning environment that stresses mastery of fundamentals, intellectual 
discipline, creativity, problem solving, and responsibility.  Enhancing its 
historic strengths in agriculture, science, and engineering with a 

commitment to excellence in a comprehensive range of academic disciplines, North 
Carolina State University provides leadership for intellectual, cultural, social, economic, 
and technological development within the state, the nation, and the world. 
 

The University of North Carolina at Asheville 
The University of North Carolina at Asheville offers a superior liberal arts 
education for well-prepared students who are committed to learning and 
personal growth.  Its education is liberating, promoting the free and 
rigorous pursuit of truth, respect for differing points of view and heritage, 
and an understanding that values play a role in thought and action.  
Through this education, the university aims to develop students of broad 
perspective who think critically and creatively, communicate effectively, and 

participate actively in their communities.  UNCA is North Carolina’s only designated public 
liberal arts university. 

Small by choice, UNCA brings together faculty, students, and staff of diverse cultural 
backgrounds to interact closely in a supportive community.  The university makes 
excellence in teaching the highest priority for its faculty.  It fosters scholarship and creative 
activities by faculty and students alike. 

UNCA provides undergraduate programs in the arts, the humanities, the natural and social 
sciences, and in selected pre-professional programs that are solidly grounded in the liberal 
arts.  The university seeks to connect the traditional liberal arts fields through 
interdisciplinary studies and to integrate these areas of inquiry with programs that prepare 



students for rewarding careers.  To enhance and extend the undergraduate programs, 
UNCA offers an interdisciplinary Master of Liberal Arts. 

As a public university, UNCA serves the region and state in ways that complement its 
educational mission.  It encourages students, faculty, and staff to interact with and serve 
the community, and it shares cultural and educational resources with citizens at all stages 
of life and learning.  The university houses the Asheville Graduate Center, the North 
Carolina Center for Creative Retirement, and other programs which provide opportunities to 
citizens for continued learning and public service. 

The ultimate aim of the university is to provide students the best possible opportunity to 
acquire the skills, knowledge, and understanding necessary to pursue their goals, to find 
meaning in their lives, and to take their places as contributing citizens of a changing 
society. 

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has existed for two 
centuries as the nation’s first state university.  Through its excellent 
undergraduate programs, it has provided higher education to ten 
generations of students, many of whom have become leaders of the state 
and the nation.  Since the nineteenth century, it has offered distinguished 
graduate and professional programs.  The university is a 
doctoral/research-extensive university.  Fundamental to this designation is 

a faculty actively involved in research, scholarship, and creative work, whose teaching is 
transformed by discovery and whose service is informed by current knowledge.  The 
mission of the university is to serve all the people of the state, and indeed the nation, as a 
center for scholarship and creative endeavor.  The university exists to teach students at all 
levels in an environment of research, free inquiry, and personal responsibility; to expand 
the body of knowledge; to improve the condition of human life through service and 
publication; and to enrich the culture. 
 

To fulfill this mission, the university must: (1) acquire, discover, preserve, synthesize, and 
transmit knowledge; (2) provide high quality undergraduate instruction to students within 
a community engaged in original inquiry and creative expression, while committed to 
intellectual freedom, to personal integrity and justice, and to those values that foster 
enlightened leadership for the state and nation; (3) provide graduate and professional 
programs of national distinction at the doctoral and other advanced levels; (4) extend 
knowledge-based services and other resources of the university to the citizens of North 
Carolina and their institutions to enhance the quality of life for all people in the state; and 
(5) address, as appropriate, regional, national, and international needs. 
 

The University of North Carolina at Pembroke 
The University of North Carolina at Pembroke is a comprehensive 
university committed to academic excellence in a balanced program of 
teaching, research and service.  It offers a broad range of degrees and 
nationally accredited professional programs at the bachelor’s level and 
selected programs at the master’s level.  Combining the opportunities 
available at a larger university with the personal attention characteristic of 
a small college, the university provides an intellectually challenging 
environment created by a faculty dedicated to effective teaching, 

interaction with students, and scholarship.  Graduates are academically and personally 
prepared for rewarding careers, post-graduate education, and community leadership. 

Founded in 1887 to educate American Indians, the university now serves a student body 
reflective of the rich cultural diversity of American society.  As it stimulates interaction 



 

within and among its cultural groups, the university enables its students to become 
informed, principled, and tolerant citizens with a global perspective. 

The university encourages the pursuit of education as a lifelong experience so that its 
graduates will be equipped to meet the challenges of the 21st century.  Drawing strength 
from its heritage, the University of North Carolina at Pembroke continues to expand its 
leadership role in enriching the intellectual, economic, social and cultural life of the region 
and beyond.  

The University of North Carolina at Wilmington 
The University of North Carolina at Wilmington is a public comprehensive 
university dedicated to excellence in teaching, scholarship and artistic 
achievement, and service.  Through the College of Arts and Sciences, the 
professional schools, and the graduate school, the university seeks to 
stimulate intellectual curiosity, imagination, rational thinking, and 
thoughtful expression in a broad range of disciplines and professional 
fields.  Of prime importance is the university’s commitment to 

undergraduate teaching.  The humanities, the arts, the natural and mathematical sciences, 
and the behavioral and social sciences comprise the core of the undergraduate curriculum.    
Strong graduate programs complement the undergraduate curriculum.  The university 
considers scholarly practice, research, and creative activities essential for effective learning. 

UNCW encourages public access to its educational programs and is committed to diversity, 
international perspectives, community and regional service, and the integration of 
technology through the university.  It strives to create a safe and secure environment in 
which students, faculty, and staff can develop interests, skills, and talents to the fullest 
extent. UNCW seeks to make optimum use of available resources and to celebrate, study, 
and protect the rich heritage, the quality of life, and the environment of the coastal region 
in which it is located. 

Winston-Salem State University 
Winston-Salem State University is a public university whose primary 
mission is to offer high quality educational programs at the baccalaureate 
level for a diverse student population.  Master’s level programs for 
professional study are also available from the university and through inter-
institutional agreements.  While the primary focus is on teaching and 
learning, the university encourages scholarship and creative activities by 
faculty and students and engages in mutually beneficial relationships with 
the community in ways that complement its educational mission. 

The instructional program comprises three components—general education, specialized 
education and continuing education.  General education provides for all students the 
academic foundations and cultural experiences essential to a liberal arts education.  
Specialized education provides students with the experiences necessary to master an 
academic discipline in preparation for employment and/or graduate and professional 
programs, including master’s degree programs offered at WSSU.  The university is 
strategically positioned to provide unique opportunities for students through four centers of 
academic excellence in teacher education, information technology, health sciences, and 
financial services.  Continuing education offers individuals opportunities for personal or 
vocational enrichment through constant, periodic or occasional study. 

 

 
. 



Campuses with Proposed Changes in Mission Statement 

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
UNC Charlotte is the only Doctoral/Research University-Intensive in the 
Charlotte region, fully engaged in the discovery, dissemination, synthesis, 
and application of knowledge.  It provides for the educational, economic, 
social, and cultural advancement of the people of North Carolina through 
on- and off-campus programs, continuing personal and professional 
education opportunities, research, and collaborative relationships with 
private, public, and nonprofit institutions. UNC Charlotte has a special 

responsibility to build the intellectual capital of this area.  As such it serves the research and 
doctoral education needs of the greater Charlotte metropolitan region. 

The primary commitment of UNC Charlotte is to extend educational opportunities and to 
ensure success for qualified students of diverse backgrounds through informed and effective 
teaching in the liberal arts and sciences and in selected professional programs offered through 
colleges of Architecture, Arts and Sciences, Business Administration, Education, Engineering, 
Information Technology, and Nursing and Health Professions Health and Human Services, and 
through programs and services designed to support students’ intellectual and personal 
development.  The university offers an extensive array of baccalaureate and master’s programs 
and a number of doctoral programs. 

With a broad institutional commitment to liberal education as the foundation for constructive 
citizenship, professional practice, and lifelong learning, UNC Charlotte is prepared to focus 
interdisciplinary resources to address seven broad areas of concern to the Charlotte region: 1) 
Liberal Education; 2) Business and Finance; 3) Urban and Regional Development; 4) Children, 
Families, and Schools; 5) Health Care and Health Policy; 6) International Understanding and 
Involvement; and 7) Applied Sciences and Technologies 

 

The University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
The University of North Carolina at Greensboro is a diverse, student-
centered research university, linking the Piedmont Triad and North 
Carolina to the world through learning, discovery, and service.   As a 
doctoral/research-intensive university, doctorate-granting institution, it is 
committed to teaching based in scholarship and advancing knowledge 
through research.  The College of Arts and Sciences and six professional 
schools offer challenging graduate and undergraduate programs in which 

students are mentored by outstanding teachers, including nationally recognized 
researchers and artists. 

Affirming the liberal arts as the foundation for lifelong learning, the university provides 
exemplary learning environments on campus and through distance education so that 
students can acquire knowledge, develop intellectual skills, and become more thoughtful 
and responsible members of a global society.  Co-curricular, and residential, and other 
programs contribute to students’ social, aesthetic, and ethical development. 

The University of North Carolina at Greensboro is a community in which people of any 
racial or ethnic identity, age, or background can achieve an informed appreciation of their 
own and different cultures.  It is a community of actively engaged students, faculty, staff, 
and alumni founded on open dialogue, shared responsibility, and respect for the distinct 
contributions of each member. 

 



 

Western Carolina University 
Western Carolina University is a comprehensive university within the 
University of North Carolina, offering a broad array of undergraduate and 
graduate programs in the arts, sciences, and professions.  The university 
serves the people of North Carolina from its residential main campus at 
Cullowhee and through its resident credit programs in Asheville and 
Cherokee. A member of the University of North Carolina, Western Carolina 
University offers courses in the arts, sciences, technologies, humanities, 

and professions.  Students can elect degree programs at the bachelor’s or master’s-level, or 
doctoral-level study in educational leadership.  As a regional comprehensive institution, it 
serves the people of North Carolina from its residential campus at Cullowhee and through 
off-campus instruction in Asheville and other locations.  Teaching and learning constitute 
the central mission of Western Carolina University.  The university seeks to create a 
community of scholarship in which the activities of its members are consistent with the 
highest standards of knowledge and practice in their disciplines.  The commitment of the 
community to service, research, and creative activities complements the central mission 
and extends the benefits of its scholarship to society.  As a major public resource for 
western North Carolina, the university assists individuals and agencies in the region 
through the expertise of its faculty, its staff, and its students.  Western Carolina University 
seeks to provide an environment in which students, faculty, and staff jointly assume 
responsibility for learning, where free exchange of ideas, intellectual challenge, and high 
standards of scholarship prevail. 

 


