
MEMORANDUM 
 

 
TO: Members, Educational Planning Committee 
 
FROM: Alan Mabe 
 
DATE: December 16, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: UNC Profile: Key Trend and Accountability Data  
 
We have been trying to put together our data to tell a story about UNC.  For 
example, if we look only at say nationally defined six-year graduation rates we get 
one picture of the university but if we put that date in the context of what happens 
with students who may transfer and if we look at the actual number of semesters 
they are enrolled we get a very different picture.   
 
For example, if we follow the data about ASU we can make the following points 
about the graduation rates for first-time, full-time freshmen: 
 

• ASU’s six-year graduation rate is 64.4% 
 

• If ASU students are tracked through other UNC institutions its graduation 
rate is 70.7% 

 
• If ASU students are tracked through all other universities its graduation rate 

is 74.1% 
 

• ASU students have a student success percentage of 85.5% base on the 
Voluntary System of Accountability which records students who have a 
degree from any college or university or are enrolled in any college or 
university six years later 

 
• For those first-time full-time students recorded as graduating in six years the 

average number of regular semester’s they were actually enrolled was 8.6, 
which is only slightly over four-years of enrollment 

 
• A different measure would be to ask of all undergraduate students enrolled at 

ASU in a given year how many graduate within six years.  For ASU that 
number for those enrolled in 2003 is 81.9% 

 
We thought this kind of document might serve as a resource to the Board and the 
campuses by having important data readily available. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The University of North Carolina and its constituent 
institutions collect an extensive amount of data about their 
activities, processes, achievements, and performance.  This 
profile seeks to identify core areas and provide key trend 
and accountability data and to set the data in context and 
provide explanations to help the reader understand it. 

The areas chosen for inclusion are enrollment 
(including distance and online), retention and graduation 
rates, degree production (including high-need areas), 
tuition, financial aid, faculty, utilization of facilities, 
endowments, and administrative ratios.  All of these areas 
have received extensive attention both within and outside 
the University in recent years.  This profile is meant to 
present understandable data that can contribute to the 
continuing discussion.  Some of the data will help us 
understand areas where the University has had great 
success, and others where we need to improve our efforts.  
For example, with the support of the General Assembly, 
UNC has grown by over 60,000 students in this decade, a 
remarkable record of extending access to higher education.  
Another area is nursing, where UNC campuses responded 
to the Task Force on Nursing’s call for at least a 25% 
increase in the production of nurses by increasing the 
production at all levels by almost 80% in six years.  An 
example of an area needing more attention is providing 
access to more students while also providing them with 
appropriate paths to academic success.  We are using our 
vast store of data to try to develop optimal ways to connect 

admissions decisions and student and campus performance.  
UNC and the North Carolina Community College System are 
working closely together to develop strategies that will 
provide students the best option for their post-secondary 
education. 

While other areas may be included in future iterations, 
the areas discussed here constitute core topics for internal 
and external attention and all relate to the core mission of 
the University. 

We intend this profile to be an annual report available 
on the Internet for public consumption to communicate key 
facts, data, and achievements of the University of North 
Carolina.  We plan to update it annually, with intermediate 
updates as new data become available. 

Any work of this sort must strike a balance between 
too much data and not enough.  Topical sections are meant 
to stand alone or at least be able to be used independently 
for analysis, planning, revision of practices, and assessment.  
For example, Section II, on retention and graduation, 
includes the five years of targets (soon to be extended) for 
all the campuses and their performance for the first year of 
targets.  It provides other perspectives and measures, as 
well, for tracking students and their performance. 

Feedback and comments are welcome as we attempt 
to mold the profile into a useful and informative annual 
publication. 

I. ENROLLMENT 

1.1. ENROLLMENT TRENDS 

In 2000 the State of North Carolina passed the largest bond 
issue in its history, with $2.5 billion designated for the 
University of North Carolina and $600 million for the 
community colleges.  It was premised on the expectation 
that the University would grow by as many as 50,000 
students over the decade.  From 1999, which had an 
enrollment of 160,987 students, through 2009, UNC grew 
by 61,335 students, or 38%.  Clearly, the bond program was 
needed to support this rapid growth, which outstripped the 
2000 projections.  While the 38% growth was for 1999 
through 2009, most of the following analysis will focus on 
trends since 2000. 

Freshman enrollment has grown by 28% since 2000, 
and overall undergraduate enrollment by 35%.  These 

greater overall increases are accounted for by an increasing 
number of transfers to the campuses, largely from 
community colleges.  Graduate education has grown by 
44%, driven in part by the growth in baccalaureate degree 
graduates’ increasing demand for graduate education.  Over 
the decade, the percentage of the overall enrollment with 
North Carolina residency has grown from 83% to 85%. 

The makeup and diversity of the enrolled population is 
changing.  Overall, the white population is declining (by 
8.1% over the decade) and the minority population is 
growing, with a minority population of 30% in fall 2009 and 
a white population of 62.2%. 
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FIGURE 1.1B. UNC FIRST-TIME FRESHMAN ENROLLMENT BY RESIDENCY, FALL 2000 – FALL 2009 

 

FIGURE 1.1C. UNC UNDERGRADUATE ENROLLMENT BY RESIDENCY, FALL 2000 – FALL 2009 

 

FIGURE 1.1D. UNC GRADUATE/FIRST-PROFESSIONAL ENROLLMENT BY RESIDENCY, FALL 2000 – FALL 2009 

 

FIGURE 1.1E. UNC TOTAL ENROLLMENT BY RESIDENCY, FALL 2000 – FALL 2009 

 



FIGURE 1.1F. DIVERSITY OF STUDENT POPULATION AT UNC, FALL 2000 – FALL 2009 

 

FIGURE 1.1G. GROWTH OF MINORITY STUDENTS AT UNC, FALL 2000 – FALL 2009 

 

Note: “Asian” includes Asian and Hawaiian and Pacific Islander.  “Other/Unknown” includes  
Nonresident Alien (Documented), Unknown, and Two or More Races. 



 

1.2. FALL 2009 ENROLLMENT 

Fall 2009 enrollment grew by 6,630 students to 222,322, 
the eighth consecutive year enrollment growth exceeded 
6,000 students.  Included in the overall number are 3,396 
high school students who are taking college courses online 
through the iSchool or are enrolled in an Early College High 
School on one of our campuses.  The current enrollment 

plan has a target of 235,180 students for 2012.  Given the 
current growth rate, that target is easily within reach.  New 
projections are being made and a new ten-year enrollment 
plan will soon be in place.  Significant demographic shifts 
are occurring in North Carolina, due in part to the 
significant economic downturn the state has experienced. 

TABLE 1.2. UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENT BY INSTITUTION AND 
LEVEL, FALL 2009 

Institution 
Undergraduate Graduate/First-Professional Total Enrollment

In-State Out-of-State Total In-State Out-of-State Total In-State Out-of-State Total 

ASU 13,591 1,281 14,872 1,936 160 2,096 15,527 1,441 16,968 

ECU 18,786 2,672 21,458 5,640 556 6,196 24,426 3,228 27,654 

ECSU 2,779 429 3,208 53 3 56 2,832 432 3,264 

FSU 5,320 266 5,586 683 14 697 6,003 280 6,283 

NCA&T 7,294 1,661 8,955 1,373 286 1,659 8,667 1,947 10,614 

NCCU 5,769 672 6,441 1,897 249 2,146 7,666 921 8,587 

NCSU 22,991 2,264 25,255 5,479 3,085 8,564 28,470 5,349 33,819 

UNCA 3,413 432 3,845 51 1 52 3,464 433 3,897 

UNC-CH 14,838 3,143 17,981 7,414 3,521 10,935 22,252 6,664 28,916 

UNCC 17490 1929 19,419 4142 1140 5,282 21,632 3,069 24,701 

UNCG 16295 1160 17,455 3220 631 3,851 19,515 1,791 21,306 

UNCP 5595 315 5,910 734 17 751 6,329 332 6,661 

UNCW 9950 1641 11,591 1142 191 1,333 11,092 1,832 12,924 

UNCSA 320 427 747 54 71 125 374 498 872 

WCU 6803 647 7,450 1748 231 1,979 8,551 878 9,429 

WSSU 5426 534 5,960 427 40 467 5,853 574 6,427 

UNC Total 156,660 19,473 176,133 35,993 10,196 46,189 192,653 29,669 222,322 

FIGURE 1.2. DIVERSITY OF STUDENT POPULATION AT UNC, FALL 2009 

 



1.3. DISTANCE EDUCATION 

While UNC has long offered degree programs at sites 
distant from its campuses, the campuses are managing a 
major transformation in providing educational programs at 
a distance.  Campuses have been developing online degree 
programs throughout the decade, and in July 2007 the 
University launched the University of North Carolina Online 
as the vehicle for aggregating all campus offerings and 
providing interested students a more convenient way to 
access online degree programs. 

As of May 1, 2010, 232 fully online degree, certificate, 
and licensure programs were available by way of UNC 
Online.  Of those, 150 were degree programs, 61 
baccalaureate completion programs, 87 master’s degree 
programs, and two doctoral degree programs.  It is evident 
that online and face-to-face distance programs will be a 
growing part of UNC’s strategy to provide access and meet 
the post-secondary educational needs of North Carolinians. 

On an annual basis, there were 56,046 unduplicated 
students enrolled in distance education in FY 2009, an 
increase of 709% over FY 1999.  These students were 
registered for 412,600 credit hours.  Of particular note is 
the distribution of the enrollment.  About a third of the 
enrolled students were between the ages of 18 and 24, 
about a third between 25 and 34, and about a third 35 and 

above.  This means that approximately two-thirds of online 
and face-to-face distance credit hours are taken by people 
25 and up.  It is quite clear that among other roles, online 
and distance education will play a major role in providing 
degree-based life-long learning.  Fifty-eight percent of our 
online degree programs are at the master’s level. 

Online degree programs and courses are attracting 
growing enrollments.  Figure 1.3C shows the total online 
annual unduplicated headcount enrollment.  It has grown 
by 36% in the past two years, while online credit hours have 
grown by 45%, which suggests that online students are 
taking more courses.  While online degree programs are 
available for students away from the campus, many online 
courses also are available to on-campus students.  Figure 
1.3E isolates the portion of online credit hours that are 
taken by students away from the campus.  Overall, we show 
a growth of 55% over the past two years.  The non-fundable 
online student credit hours are taken predominately by 
students from out-of-state.  These credit hours are 
prohibited from being included on the University Funding 
Formula.  Those student credit hours not supported by 
State appropriation are funded entirely from student 
tuition.  The growth in these credit hours has been almost 
275% since 2006-07. 

FIGURE 1.3A. GROWTH IN UNDUPLICATED HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENT IN UNC DISTANCE 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS, FISCAL YEARS 1999 – 2009 

 



FIGURE 1.3B. PERCENT INCREASE OF ENROLLMENT IN TYPES OF COURSES IN UNC, FALL 2004 – 
FALL 2009 

 

FIGURE 1.3C. ONLINE UNDUPLICATED HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENT 

 



FIGURE 1.3D. TOTAL ONLINE STUDENT CREDIT HOURS 

 

FIGURE 1.3E. ONLINE STUDENT CREDIT HOURS TAKEN AWAY FROM THE CAMPUS 
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1.4. TRANSFER STUDENTS 

While UNC freshman enrollment has increased as indicated 
in the beginning section, numbering over 32,000 for fall 
2009, undergraduate transfers constitute a growing source 
of new students each year.  We have a joint initiative with 
the Community College System to increase the number of 
associate’s degree graduates who transfer to a UNC 
institution, but many community college transfers are 
accepted prior to completing the associate’s degree. 

We have divided non-associate’s degree community 
college transfers into two groups—those with at least 24 
hours of community college coursework and those with 
less.  The division is for purposes of tracking and analysis 

and represents an agreement with the community colleges 
that at least 24 hours of community college coursework is 
necessary for the college to have an impact on the student. 

The fourth category reflects non-NCCCS transfers.  The 
data show that while the transfer of North Carolina 
Community College System students has increased overall 
by 21% since 2003, transfers with an associate’s degree 
have increased by 70%.  Through this period, slightly more 
non-NCCCS students have transferred to UNC than NCCCS 
students, but the gap is narrowing from 17% more from 
non-NCCCS sources in 2003 to only 9% more in 2008. 

TABLE 1.4. UNDERGRADUATE TRANSFER STUDENTS FROM NORTH CAROLINA COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE SYSTEM AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS TO UNC CAMPUSES 

Institution Transfers Status Fall 2004 Fall 2005 Fall 2006 Fall 2007 Fall 2008
ASU NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 160 156 139 185 215
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 185 196 210 275 288
  Other NCCCS Transfers 141 125 115 78 80
  Total NCCCS Transfers 486 477 464 538 583
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 349 336 388 405 443
  Total Transfers 835 813 852 943 1,026
ECU NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 213 247 275 337 401
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 268 266 292 342 343
  Other NCCCS Transfers 274 205 150 179 135
  Total NCCCS Transfers 755 718 717 858 879
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 607 694 864 810 788
  Total Transfers 1,362 1,412 1,581 1,668 1,667
ECSU NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 38 33 35 42 17
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 20 16 25 22 20
  Other NCCCS Transfers 49 34 29 24 27
  Total NCCCS Transfers 107 83 89 88 64
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 105 86 100 95 119
  Total Transfers 212 169 189 183 183
FSU NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 69 119 103 147 95
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 35 63 59 67 53
  Other NCCCS Transfers 103 124 90 119 124
  Total NCCCS Transfers 207 306 252 333 272
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 214 393 417 375 295
  Total Transfers 421 699 669 708 567
NCA&T NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 43 37 47 23 29
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 44 51 48 44 38
  Other NCCCS Transfers 88 96 96 37 45
  Total NCCCS Transfers 175 184 191 104 112
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 290 320 353 212 153
  Total Transfers 465 504 544 316 265
NCCU NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 39 53 32 42 43
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 38 33 22 29 44
  Other NCCCS Transfers 80 71 60 36 52
  Total NCCCS Transfers 157 157 114 107 139
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 218 226 213 151 169
  Total Transfers 375 383 327 258 308



Institution Transfers Status Fall 2004 Fall 2005 Fall 2006 Fall 2007 Fall 2008
NCSU NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 141 141 145 137 132
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 173 149 189 220 238
  Other NCCCS Transfers 101 80 65 59 59
  Total NCCCS Transfers 415 370 399 416 429
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 651 691 709 646 664
  Total Transfers 1,066 1,061 1,108 1,062 1,093
UNCA NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 43 62 65 69 71
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 38 42 59 54 65
  Other NCCCS Transfers 27 34 21 17 20
  Total NCCCS Transfers 108 138 145 140 156
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 119 150 160 147 141
  Total Transfers 227 288 305 287 297
UNC-CH NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 79 78 94 106 122
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 63 53 73 57 56
  Other NCCCS Transfers 61 34 33 40 16
  Total NCCCS Transfers 203 165 200 203 194
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 625 662 678 590 589
  Total Transfers 828 827 878 793 783
UNCC NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 238 284 317 282 363
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 286 315 306 348 372
  Other NCCCS Transfers 354 342 262 253 245
  Total NCCCS Transfers 878 941 885 883 980
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 931 978 1,021 1,150 1,177
  Total Transfers 1,809 1,919 1,906 2,033 2,157
UNCG NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 168 185 255 251 298
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 177 178 268 281 299
  Other NCCCS Transfers 161 169 168 134 144
  Total NCCCS Transfers 506 532 691 666 741
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 512 707 716 772 754
  Total Transfers 1,018 1,239 1,407 1,438 1,495
UNCP NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 110 112 126 114 120
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 76 97 85 76 103
  Other NCCCS Transfers 129 115 99 78 89
  Total NCCCS Transfers 315 324 310 268 312
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 187 173 214 209 239
  Total Transfers 502 497 524 477 551
UNCW NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 266 280 349 363 344
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 277 265 340 375 318
  Other NCCCS Transfers 124 103 110 75 71
  Total NCCCS Transfers 667 648 799 813 733
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 617 638 599 481 546
  Total Transfers 1,284 1,286 1,398 1,294 1,279
UNCSA NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 0 2 1 3 4
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 0 2 1 7 3
  Other NCCCS Transfers 5 8 4 0 2
  Total NCCCS Transfers 5 12 6 10 9
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 54 54 48 47 45
  Total Transfers 59 66 54 57 54
WCU NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 133 128 158 182 172
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 56 84 104 106 99
  Other NCCCS Transfers 166 146 137 115 94
  Total NCCCS Transfers 355 358 399 403 365
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 299 370 195 371 377
  Total Transfers 654 728 594 774 742
WSSU NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 45 46 31 67 93
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 44 30 29 44 54
  Other NCCCS Transfers 151 170 77 127 106
  Total NCCCS Transfers 240 246 137 238 253
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 268 206 239 369 304
  Total Transfers 508 452 376 607 557
UNC Total NCCCS Transfers with Associate’s Degree 1,785 1,963 2,172 2,350 2,519
  NCCCS Transfers with at Least 24 Credit Hours of CC Coursework 1,780 1,840 2,110 2,347 2,393
  Other NCCCS Transfers 2,014 1,856 1,516 1,371 1,309
  Total NCCCS Transfers 5,579 5,659 5,798 6,068 6,221
  Non-NCCCS Transfers 6,046 6,684 6,914 6,830 6,803
  Total Transfers 11,625 12,343 12,712 12,898 13,024
Source: Persist.PR009B 



II. RETENTION AND GRADUATION 

2.1. RETENTION, GRADUATION, TARGETS, AND PERFORMANCE 

UNC General Administration and the campuses have agreed 
on targets for several measures of student success.  These 
include first-time full-time freshmen’s retention to the 
sophomore year, four- and six-year graduation rates, and 
graduation rates for transfers from the community colleges 
with an associate’s degree.  For each of the measures, we 
have data tables that provide five years of actual rates, five 
years of targets for that measure, and a comparison of each 
campus’s performance in relation to the target for 2008-09, 
the first year of the targets. 

It is important to understand the context for these 
measures.  The measures are set by the US Department of 
Education and are widely used for comparison purposes.  
We add context and additional measures to provide 
perspective on our student population.  Two factors are of 
growing significance.  Students are transferring in greater 
numbers and many of our freshmen transfer to another 
university; both groups of students may graduate at some 
point, but neither group is counted in the native retention 
and graduation rates.  We traditionally could track 
freshmen who transferred to another UNC campus, but if 
they moved on to a private institution or out of state we 
had no way to track them.  The development of the 

National Student Clearinghouse now enables us to track 
them wherever they go.  For example, Appalachian State 
University has a six-year graduation rate of 64.4% as 
measured by the traditional standard.  If their freshmen are 
tracked within the whole University, the graduation rate 
jumps to 70.7%.  If their freshmen are also tracked through 
the National Student Clearinghouse, then 75.3% graduate 
from some college or university within six years.  And we 
can determine that another 10.5% are still enrolled and 
seeking a degree at ASU or another college or university. 

While we will focus on the targets and performance, 
other data will provide perspective on traditional measures.  
UNC campuses are committed to relating enrollment and 
enrollment growth to successful performance in meeting 
their targets.  Academic year 2008-09 was the first year in 
the five years of targets that we set, and it is the first year 
for which we have actual data for determining whether the 
targets were met.  We will be using these data to work out 
a model of how enrollment and performance should be 
linked.  In addition, the five-year targets will be rolling 
targets, with targets for an additional year or years added 
after each performance measure is completed. 

2.1A. FRESHMAN-TO-SOPHOMORE RETENTION 

This measure is of the percentage of first-time full-time 
freshmen at each campus in the fall of 2008 who were 
enrolled at the same campus in the fall of 2009.  The layout 
is as follows: Five years of actual retention rates are arrayed 
on the left side of the table and four years of targets are on 
the right.  In the center section the agreed-upon goal is on 
the left, the actual performance is in the center, and the 
difference is on the right.  For the University, the retention 
rate was 82.7%, an increase of 1.5 percentage points, which 
indicates overall improvement.  Ten campuses met or 
exceeded their retention target and six did not meet the 
target, but five of them missed it by less than a percentage 
point. 
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2.2D. SIX-YEAR STUDENT SUCCESS MEASURES FROM THE VOLUNTARY SYSTEM OF 
ACCOUNTABILITY 

UNC campuses are all members of the Voluntary System of 
Accountability, which was developed by a consortium of 
national organizations to standardize reporting of key 
educational data.  VSA is another part of our providing 
context and perspectives on the traditional measures of 
retention and graduation.  VSA tracks the same cohort as 
the US Department of Education standard, first-time full-
time freshmen, and then measures whether they have 
graduated in six years or are still enrolled.  However, their 
measure of student success includes all universities, public 
or private, inside or outside the state. 

These various approaches were illustrated in Section 
2.1 using Appalachian State University.  Here, let’s follow 
the data on UNC Greensboro.  According to the VSA data, 

UNCG has a six-year graduation rate of 51.6% by the 
traditional measure.  But 13.2% of UNCG’s freshman cohort 
graduate from another university within six years.  So UNCG 
has an “at any university” graduation rate of 64.8%.  VSA 
also tracks whether a student is still enrolled at the six-year 
point.  Of UNCG’s original freshman cohort, 17.5% are still 
enrolled at UNCG or another college or university.  These 
numbers together (graduated and still enrolled) constitute 
the VSA measure for student success, which for UNCG is 
82.3%.  This certainly paints a different picture from the 
standard within-the-institution measure.  VSA provides a 
fuller picture of what happens to students who leave one of 
our universities and gives a different perspective on “drop-
outs.” 

TABLE 2.2D. UNC UNDERGRADUATE SIX-YEAR SUCCESS AND PROGRESS RATE, FIRST-TIME FULL-TIME 
STUDENTS WHO FIRST ENROLLED IN FALL 2003 

Institution 
Graduated from 
Home Institution 

Graduated from Other Institution 
Still Enrolled in 

Home Institution 
Still Enrolled in 

Other Institution 
Total 
Rate With 4-Yr Degree With 2-Yr Degree 

ASU 64.6% 9.5% 1.2% 3.7% 6.8% 85.8% 

ECU 55.2% 9.1% 2.3% 5.9% 8.3% 80.8% 

ECSU 46.2% 1.8% 1.6% 7.6% 11.4% 68.6% 

FSU 31.3% 5.3% 0.9% 9.5% 12.9% 59.9% 

NCA&T 37.5% 4.2% 1.3% 8.3% 11.1% 62.4% 

NCCU 44.1% 3.7% 0.3% 7.5% 9.3% 64.9% 

NCSU 70.7% 7.1% 0.7% 4.8% 5.2% 88.5% 

UNCA 58.5% 14.3% 2.6% 2.9% 8.3% 86.6% 

UNC-CH 88.4% 3.3% 0.3% 1.5% 1.7% 95.2% 

UNCC 54.1% 9.3% 2.5% 6.0% 8.4% 80.3% 

UNCG 51.6% 10.4% 2.8% 6.9% 10.6% 82.3% 

UNCP 34.5% 8.2% 2.0% 6.0% 13.7% 64.4% 

UNCW 69.0% 11.8% 1.4% 1.8% 5.8% 89.8% 

UNCSA 58.7% 0.8% 0.0% 1.7% 4.1% 65.3% 

WCU 49.1% 9.3% 2.5% 2.9% 11.0% 74.8% 

WSSU 37.8% 3.5% 0.7% 11.7% 11.8% 65.5% 

 



FIGURE 2.2D. UNC UNDERGRADUATE SIX-YEAR SUCCESS AND PROGRESS RATE, FIRST-TIME FULL-TIME 
STUDENTS WHO FIRST ENROLLED IN FALL 2003 
 

2.3. UNDERGRADUATE ENROLLMENT BY STUDENT CLASSIFICATION LEVEL AND SIX-YEAR 
GRADUATION RATES 

The following data on total undergraduate enrollment and 
the six-year graduation rates based on it provide another 
way to set the context and provide additional perspective 
on graduation.  This approach has the advantage of focusing 
on who is enrolled in the university in a given year without 
paying attention to how they entered.  This allows everyone 
who is enrolled, rather than just a freshman cohort, to be 
tracked for graduation.  The basic idea is to take a snapshot 

of the undergraduate enrollment in a given year and ask 
how many of the enrolled students graduate.  That question 
can be further refined to: How many graduate by the clock 
within six years of enrolling?  While this approach addresses 
all students, students will have a different six-year time 
frame.  By this measure, a freshman will have five more 
years; someone who has been enrolled for four years will 
have two more years. 

2.3A. ENROLLMENT BY STUDENT CLASSIFICATION LEVEL

This measure provides a snapshot of the classification of 
students by class level in the years included.  The key 
number is how many undergraduates are enrolled in a 
given year.  The classification is not so important as the 
total number of students, but it does show the composition 
of the undergraduate student body.  Nine years of 
enrollment are reproduced here.  It is necessary to go back 

several years so that all those in a snapshot cohort will have 
a full six-year period in which to graduate. 
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2.3C. BACHELOR'S DEGREES PER 100 FTE UNDERGRADUATES 

This measure looks at traditional graduation rates 
compared to the average graduation rates of designated 
peers approved by the UNC Board of Governors.  It also 
looks at the number of baccalaureate degrees awarded per 

100 undergraduates enrolled.  Both of these measures are 
new comparisons and we will need to take time to explore 
their significance and how they can be effectively used in 
our target setting 

TABLE 2.3C. BACHELOR'S DEGREES PER 100 FTE UNDERGRADUATES, UNC INSTITUTIONS VS. SELECTED 
PUBLIC PEERS 

Institution   2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 
ASU UNC Rate 21.4 20.1 18.8 19.9 20.8 
  Public Peer Average 20.6 20.9 20.9 21.1 21.5 
  Difference 0.8 -0.8 -2.1 -1.2 -0.7 
ECU UNC Rate 18.9 19.9 20.2 19.9 19.9 
  Public Peer Average 19.4 19.8 19.9 19.6 19.6 
  Difference -0.4 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 
ECSU UNC Rate 13.8 14.7 14.8 15.5 14.9 
  Public Peer Average 17.2 16.9 17.3 16.4 16.6 
  Difference -3.3 -2.2 -2.4 -0.9 -1.7 
FSU UNC Rate 17.3 16.8 15.4 16.5 16.0 
  Public Peer Average 19.2 18.3 18.6 18.3 18.2 
  Difference -1.9 -1.6 -3.2 -1.8 -2.2 
NCA&T UNC Rate 12.6 11.1 14.6 12.6 14.6 
  Public Peer Average 17.1 17.3 17.8 18.0 18.2 
  Difference -4.5 -6.2 -3.2 -5.5 -3.6 
NCCU UNC Rate 15.9 14.5 14.9 15.5 14.1 
  Public Peer Average 20.9 21.2 20.9 21.5 21.2 
  Difference -4.9 -6.8 -6.0 -6.0 -7.0 
NCSU UNC Rate 21.8 20.5 21.3 20.6 20.6 
  Public Peer Average 22.6 22.1 21.8 22.0 22.1 
  Difference -0.8 -1.6 -0.6 -1.3 -1.5 
UNCA UNC Rate 19.6 18.6 18.9 22.6 19.1 
  Public Peer Average 22.1 21.8 21.4 21.9 21.5 
  Difference -2.6 -3.2 -2.5 0.7 -2.4 
UNC-CH UNC Rate 24.2 23.1 23.0 24.7 24.9 
  Public Peer Average 23.6 23.1 22.7 23.2 23.5 
  Difference 0.6 0.0 0.3 1.5 1.3 
UNCC UNC Rate 21.0 21.1 21.7 22.8 22.4 
  Public Peer Average 20.8 21.1 21.0 20.6 20.8 
  Difference 0.2 0.0 0.7 2.1 1.6 
UNCG UNC Rate 19.8 20.2 20.4 21.0 20.3 
  Public Peer Average 21.2 21.1 21.0 21.0 21.0 
  Difference -1.4 -0.9 -0.6 0.0 -0.7 
UNCP UNC Rate 17.4 16.8 17.3 16.3 16.5 
  Public Peer Average 19.0 18.8 19.2 19.3 19.5 
  Difference -1.6 -2.0 -1.9 -3.0 -3.0 
UNCW UNC Rate 23.1 23.2 22.7 24.1 23.7 
  Public Peer Average 21.7 22.0 21.8 21.9 21.9 
  Difference 1.4 1.2 0.9 2.2 1.9 
WCU UNC Rate 21.2 22.1 20.5 24.0 23.7 
  Public Peer Average 20.7 20.5 20.8 20.5 20.5 
  Difference 0.5 1.5 -0.3 3.5 3.2 
WSSU UNC Rate 16.2 19.7 18.1 19.1 20.3 

Public Peer Average 18.3 18.2 18.4 18.4 18.2 
  Difference -2.2 1.5 -0.3 0.7 2.1 
Source: IPEDS data, Peers.GR017a 



2.3D. AVERAGE REGISTERED SEMESTERS 

The official measure of graduation rates depends simply on 
the passage of time.  In some people’s minds, a six-year 
graduation rate may suggest that it took the full six-years 
for a student to graduate.  However, this six-year rate also 
captures those who may not have been enrolled in all 
semesters during the six-year period.  These data try to 
differentiate the six-year graduation rate by the number of 
semesters the student was actually enrolled.  The data 
suggest that some students who take the full six years to 
graduate don’t enroll for some of the intervening terms. 

These data also show that in reporting the six-year 
clock-time graduation rate, only a small percent of the 
students actually took six clock-years to graduate.  Table 
2.3D(1) displays by campus the average number of terms 
registered by graduates in the six-year period who started 
as first-time full-time freshmen in 2001, 2002, or 2003.  
These three cohorts together constitute 50,811 students.  

For them, excluding summer terms, the average number of 
semesters enrolled was 8.62, which is approximately four 
and a third years of actually being enrolled in this six-year 
period.  We have sub-periods within the six-year clock 
period.  Some graduate in four-years or less, some take 
between four and five years, and some take between five 
and six years.  We have tried to capture the registered 
terms for these different groups.  For example, those who 
graduated in four or fewer years were enrolled and average 
of 7.91 semesters.  Those who took the longest clock time 
to graduate, greater than five but less than or equal to six 
years, were enrolled an average of 10.5 semesters.  It is 
interesting to note that of the 50,811 graduates counted in 
the six-year graduation numbers, only 4,500 took more 
than five or less than or equal to six years to graduate, or 
only 8.9% of those included in the six-year graduation 
measure. 
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TABLE 2.3D(2). AVERAGE REGISTERED SEMESTERS FOR UNC FIRST-TIME FULL-TIME FRESHMEN WHO 
GRADUATED WITHIN SIX YEARS (FALL 2001 THROUGH FALL 2003 COHORTS COMBINED) 

Years to Graduation # of Grads # of Regular Semesters Registered # of Summers Registered 

<= 6 Years 50,811 8.6 1.5 
<= 4 Years 29,184 7.9 1.3 
4 < Years <= 5 17,127 9.3 1.7 
5 < Years <= 6 4,500 10.5 2.1 

FIGURE 2.3D(2). AVERAGE REGISTERED SEMESTERS FOR UNC FIRST-TIME FULL-TIME FRESHMEN WHO 
GRADUATED WITHIN SIX YEARS (FALL 2001 THROUGH FALL 2003 COHORTS COMBINED) 

 



III. DEGREE PRODUCTION 

While it is important to focus on access and the steps that 
lead to student success, the goal of the University is to turn 
out graduates equipped to be successful in a global society.  
We must graduate individuals equipped to play a role in the 
complex society and economy we live in, but it is also 
important to meet the need in specific areas.  In 2008-09, 
UNC campuses conferred 43,459 degrees at the combined 
levels of baccalaureate, master’s, doctoral, and first-

professional.  This represents a 16% increase in graduates 
since 2004-05 and an increase of 34.5% since 1999-2000. 

UNC is engaged in a project with the North Carolina 
Community College System to set targets for degrees 
produced, especially at the baccalaureate level for UNC. 

Degree production is characterized overall, by 
discipline, by campus, and by areas of high need. 

3.1. DEGREES CONFERRED 

UNC’s overall increase of 16% since 2004-05 reflects a 
15.3% increase in baccalaureate degrees, a 19.5% increase 

in master’s degrees, a 26% increase in doctoral degrees, 
and a 9.6% increase in first-professional degrees. 

TABLE 3.1A. NUMBER OF DEGREES CONFERRED IN UNC BY LEVEL AND GENDER, 2004-05 
THROUGH 2008-09 

Level & Gender 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 
Bachelor's 

Male 11,310 11,297 11,913 12,415 12,992 
Female 15,690 16,130 16,411 17,690 18,124 
Total 27,000 27,427 28,324 30,105 31,116 

Master's 
Male 3,293 3,420 3,461 3,710 3,760 
Female 5,201 5,491 5,819 6,019 6,387 
Total 8,494 8,911 9,280 9,729 10,147 

Doctoral 
Male 501 541 568 581 599 
Female 489 510 561 618 650 
Total 990 1,051 1,129 1,199 1,249 

First-Professional 
Male 360 379 375 377 408 
Female 504 492 484 514 539 
Total 864 871 859 891 947 

Grand Total 37,348 38,260 39,592 41,924 43,459 

Source: Deg.AT003.K 

 



Th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
ta

bl
e 

so
rt

s 
th

e 
de

gr
ee

s 
aw

ar
de

d 
by

 fi
el

d 
an

d 
le

ve
l. 

 T
he

 a
re

a 
of

 
he

al
th

 p
ro

fe
ss

io
ns

 s
ho

w
s 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 g

ro
w

th
 a

t a
ll 

le
ve

ls
.  

En
gi

ne
er

in
g 

ha
s 

se
en

 
m

od
es

t g
ro

w
th

 a
t t

he
 b

ac
ca

la
ur

ea
te

 le
ve

l b
ut

 m
or

e 
gr

ow
th

 a
t t

he
 m

as
te

r’
s 

an
d 

do
ct

or
al

 le
ve

ls
.  

Bu
si

ne
ss

 a
nd

 m
an

ag
em

en
t h

av
e 

co
nt

in
ue

d 
to

 s
ee

 g
ro

w
th

 in
 

de
gr

ee
s 

pr
od

uc
ed

 a
t t

he
 b

ac
ca

la
ur

ea
te

 a
nd

 m
as

te
r’

s 
le

ve
ls

, b
ut

 a
 d

ro
p 

of
f a

t t
he

 

do
ct

or
al

 le
ve

l. 
 E

du
ca

tio
n 

ha
s 

se
en

 r
ob

us
t g

ro
w

th
 a

t t
he

 b
ac

ca
la

ur
ea

te
 a

nd
 

m
as

te
r’

s 
le

ve
ls

 b
ut

 is
 s

te
ad

y 
at

 th
e 

do
ct

or
al

 le
ve

l. 
 T

he
 p

hy
si

ca
l s

ci
en

ce
s 

ha
ve

 s
ee

n 
go

od
 g

ro
w

th
 a

t a
ll 

le
ve

ls
.  

Co
m

pu
te

r 
sc

ie
nc

e 
ha

s 
sh

ow
n 

gr
ow

th
 a

t t
he

 m
as

te
r’

s 
an

d 
do

ct
or

al
 le

ve
ls

 b
ut

 h
as

 s
ee

n 
st

ea
dy

 d
ec

lin
e 

at
 th

e 
ba

cc
al

au
re

at
e 

le
ve

l, 
un

do
ub

te
dl

y 
a 

lin
ge

ri
ng

 e
ff

ec
t o

f t
he

 d
ot

.c
om

 m
ar

ke
t d

ec
lin

e.
 

TA
B

LE
 3

.1
B

. 
N

U
M

B
ER

 O
F 

D
EG

R
EE

S 
C

O
N

FE
R

R
ED

 I
N

 U
N

C
 B

Y 
LE

V
EL

 A
N

D
 F

IE
LD

 O
F 

ST
U

D
Y,

 2
0

0
4

-0
5

 T
H

R
O

U
G

H
 2

0
0

8
-0

9
 

  
Ba

ch
el

or
's

* 
 

M
as

te
r's

**
  

D
oc

to
ra

te
 

Fi
el

d 
of

 S
tu

dy
 (2

-d
ig

it 
CI

P)
 

20
04

-0
5 

20
05

-0
6

20
06

-0
7

20
07

-0
8

20
08

-0
9 

20
04

-0
5

20
05

-0
6

20
06

-0
7 

20
07

-0
8

20
08

-0
9 

20
04

-0
5 

20
05

-0
6

20
06

-0
7

20
07

-0
8

20
08

-0
9

Ag
ric

ul
tu

re
 &

 N
at

. R
es

ou
rc

es
 (0

1,
02

,0
3)

 
54

8 
55

7
58

7
54

3
60

7 
15

5
14

1
13

1 
11

7
13

6 
41

49
43

45
56

Ar
ch

ite
ct

ur
e 

&
 E

nv
iro

n.
 D

es
. (

04
) 

15
8 

16
4

16
4

17
6

15
3 

96
10

5
92

 
10

1
10

1 
7

8
6

10
5

Ar
ea

 S
tu

di
es

 (0
5)

 
20

0 
20

5
24

0
25

4
30

7 
22

26
12

 
23

29
 

Bi
ol

og
ic

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s (

26
) 

1,
59

8 
1,

67
9

1,
69

5
1,

80
3

1,
84

2 
18

9
20

4
19

2 
19

7
18

7 
15

7
16

2
16

8
20

4
19

7
Bu

sin
es

s &
 M

an
ag

em
en

t (
06

,0
7,

08
,5

2)
 

4,
79

2 
4,

64
4

4,
61

0
4,

87
1

5,
00

2 
1,

53
8

1,
53

3
1,

61
4 

1,
64

2
1,

75
0 

14
13

13
13

8
Co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

ns
 (0

9,
 1

0)
 

1,
85

5 
1,

88
9

1,
83

0
2,

08
4

2,
05

0 
50

71
60

 
59

54
 

20
13

12
10

12
Co

m
pu

te
r &

 In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

Sc
.(1

1)
 

79
0 

59
5

53
0

53
7

53
1 

36
6

32
6

32
6 

37
5

45
7 

29
34

36
32

42
Ed

uc
at

io
n 

(1
3)

 
2,

36
1 

2,
57

4
2,

65
7

2,
87

7
3,

06
3 

2,
15

1
2,

27
7

2,
56

2 
2,

50
4

2,
67

4 
16

6
16

4
16

3
21

7
16

3
En

gi
ne

er
in

g 
(1

4,
 1

5,
 4

9)
 

2,
04

3 
1,

91
0

2,
19

1
2,

02
5

2,
18

1 
59

9
62

8
62

4 
67

9
68

4 
13

2
14

8
18

6
15

4
18

5
Fi

ne
 a

nd
 A

pp
lie

d 
Ar

ts
 (4

8,
 5

0)
 

1,
42

0 
1,

39
0

1,
46

1
1,

45
2

1,
48

1 
18

2
16

1
18

9 
22

6
17

1 
22

19
19

18
28

Fo
re

ig
n 

La
ng

ua
ge

s (
16

) 
29

3 
32

4
29

9
33

9
36

7 
43

51
58

 
52

59
 

28
29

31
25

19
H

ea
lth

 P
ro

fe
ss

io
ns

 (1
7,

 1
8,

 5
1)

 
1,

73
9 

2,
00

1
2,

06
0

2,
55

6
2,

72
2 

96
9

1,
06

7
1,

14
4 

1,
21

5
1,

28
1 

65
98

11
3

12
0

12
2

H
ist

or
y 

(5
4)

 
60

0 
70

3
68

3
74

9
72

2 
89

10
4

10
3 

10
8

11
8 

14
17

13
24

18
H

om
e 

Ec
on

om
ic

s (
12

, 1
9)

 
43

2 
47

6
48

8
51

7
50

3 
45

44
32

 
48

52
 

7
6

6
4

8
Le

tt
er

s (
23

, 3
8)

 
1,

33
9 

1,
32

1
1,

34
3

1,
27

1
1,

24
2 

22
9

27
6

25
2 

27
4

22
7 

39
34

28
34

30
Li

br
ar

y 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
(2

5)
 

34
4

35
8

32
2 

40
4

36
9 

4
6

2
4

2
M

at
he

m
at

ic
s (

27
) 

26
6 

22
2

24
1

29
3

29
5 

10
3

10
3

12
0 

10
7

79
 

38
42

45
56

69
Ph

ys
ic

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s (

40
) 

56
4 

52
4

61
4

66
8

69
7 

13
8

15
6

13
7 

15
0

17
8 

67
73

99
72

90
Ps

yc
ho

lo
gy

 (4
2)

 
1,

71
5 

1,
70

8
1,

76
6

1,
97

1
1,

90
3 

15
8

14
2

17
1 

17
5

21
6 

44
36

60
52

41
Pu

bl
ic

 A
ffa

irs
 &

 S
er

vi
ce

s (
31

, 4
3,

 4
4)

 
1,

89
0 

1,
98

3
2,

20
1

2,
38

7
2,

62
4 

63
6

75
2

75
3 

85
9

88
4 

27
21

20
21

45
So

ci
al

 S
ci

en
ce

s (
45

) 
2,

17
7 

2,
29

8
2,

34
0

2,
41

3
2,

40
9 

23
2

21
9

20
6 

21
8

24
2 

50
61

54
55

69
In

te
rd

isc
ip

lin
ar

y 
St

ud
ie

s (
30

) 
67

 
73

10
4

10
3

14
6 

61
61

91
 

10
0

10
2 

19
18

12
29

40
O

th
er

  
15

3 
18

7
22

0
21

6
26

9 
99

10
6

89
 

96
97

 

To
ta

l 
27

,0
00

 
27

,4
27

28
,3

24
30

,1
05

31
,1

16
 

8,
49

4
8,

91
1

9,
28

0 
9,

72
9

10
,1

47
 

99
0

1,
05

1
1,

12
9

1,
19

9
1,

24
9

So
ur

ce
: A

cc
ou

nt
ab

ili
ty

.G
ra

dc
ip

.U
 

* 
  I

nc
lu

de
s 

po
st

-b
ac

ca
la

ur
ea

te
 c

er
tif

ic
at

es
 th

at
 m

ee
t c

re
di

t h
ou

r 
re

qu
ir

em
en

ts
 (1

8)
 to

 b
e 

re
po

rt
ed

 to
 IP

ED
S.

 
**

 In
cl

ud
es

 in
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 d
eg

re
es

 a
nd

 p
os

t-
m

as
te

r’
s 

ce
rt

ifi
ca

te
s 

th
at

 m
ee

t c
re

di
t h

ou
r 

re
qu

ir
em

en
ts

 (2
4)

 to
 b

e 
re

po
rt

ed
 to

 IP
ED

S.
 



FIGURE 3.1A. FIVE-YEAR PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN NUMBER OF BACHELOR’S DEGREES CONFERRED 
BY UNC BY FIELD OF STUDY 

 

FIGURE 3.1B. FIVE-YEAR PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN NUMBER OF MASTER’S DEGREES CONFERRED 
BY UNC BY FIELD OF STUDY 

 

FIGURE 3.1C. FIVE-YEAR PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN NUMBER OF DOCTORAL DEGREES CONFERRED 
BY UNC BY FIELD OF STUDY 
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While the number of first-professional degrees awarded has 
increased overall, some areas have increased and others 
decreased.  The number of law degrees awarded has 
increased primarily due to an increase in the size of the 
beginning class at North Carolina Central’s law school.  
Dentistry and medicine have seen modest declines in 
degrees produced.  Both have been addressed with 
statewide plans.  The Plan for Dentistry includes the 
expansion of each dentistry class at UNC-Chapel Hill from 
approximately 80 to 100 and the establishment of a new 
dentistry school at ECU, with a class size of 50.  When both 
are fully implemented, UNC institutions should be 
producing about 70 more dentists per year. 

The Plan for Medicine calls for expansion at both public 
medical schools.  At UNC-CH, the medical school class size 

would expand from 160 to 230, with a plan to have 
satellites at both Charlotte and Asheville for the final two 
years for these 70 new students.  ECU would expand from 
the approximately 73 per class to 120 per class.  This should 
result in approximately 117 more physicians being 
produced on an annual basis.  Unfortunately the state’s 
budgetary situation has delayed the implementation of the 
Plan for Medicine. 

In pharmacy, UNC-CH has been authorized to add a 
satellite program in Asheville with up to 40 additional 
students per class.  Based on the advice of an external 
consulting team of pharmacy deans, that should meet 
North Carolina’s needs in pharmacy for the near term. 

TABLE 3.1D. NUMBER OF FIRST-PROFESSIONAL DEGREES CONFERRED IN UNC BY FIELD OF STUDY, 
2004-05 THROUGH 2008-09 

Field of Study & 
Institution 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 % Change from 2004-05 to 2008-09 

Dentistry (DDS, DMD) 
UNC-CH 83 77 73 83 82 -1.4% 

Medicine (MD) 
ECU 72 69 60 72 65 -10.1% 
UNC-CH 154 146 156 165 157 2.0% 
Total 226 215 216 237 222 -1.8% 

Pharmacy 
UNC-CH 146 148 140 135 151 3.4% 

Veterinary Medicine 
NCSU 73 75 75 74 73 0.0% 

Law 
NCCU 109 119 123 141 191 82.0% 
UNC-CH 227 237 232 221 228 0.5% 
Total 336 356 355 362 419 25.9% 

UNC Total 864 871 859 891 947 1.0% 

 



FIGURE 3.1D. FIVE-YEAR PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN NUMBER OF FIRST-PROFESSIONAL DEGREES 
CONFERRED IN UNC BY FIELD OF STUDY 

 

3.2. DEGREE PRODUCTION IN HIGH-NEED AREAS 

While the overall production of degrees has been 
increasing, it is also important to produce more degrees 
in high-need areas.  The three areas identified for the 
most attention have been teacher education, nursing, 
and the STEM disciplines (science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics).  The following sections 
provide more detail about these three areas.  Teacher 
education and nursing have had careful planning for their 
expansion.  STEM areas have had a high priority for new 
degree approval or expansion. 



3.2A. TEACHER EDUCATION

In 2004, the Board of Governors adopted a plan to 
increase the number of teachers produced by UNC 
institutions overall and in the four high-need areas of 
mathematics, sciences, middle grades, and special 
education.  There have been three measure-up years, 
2006-07, 2007-08, and 2008-09.  UNC planned to update 
the goals for teacher education in 2009, but the 
economic downtown and the cuts to public schools, 
along with increasing class sizes, resulted in a pause to 
see what adjustments may be needed to accommodate 
the new economic reality.  UNC has in place recruitment 
plans at each campus to produce more teachers based 
on the work of Noel-Levitz. 

The overall increase in teachers produced took a 
decidedly upward tick in 2008-09, to the level of 4,355.  
The planning and support for campus recruitment are 
beginning to pay off.  A 35% increase in preparation for 
licensure in high-need areas starts us on the way to meet 
the state’s need for math and science teachers.  While 
we are focused on producing more teachers, efforts are 
being accelerated to produce better teachers and to 
build bridges between teacher preparation and 
employment.  The Teacher Quality Research project is 
pointing the way to things that can be done on the 
campuses and across the state to improve teacher 
quality. 

TABLE 3.2A(1). OVERALL PRODUCTION OF TRADITIONAL TEACHER EDUCATION GRADUATES, 
GRADUATE-LEVEL INITIAL LICENSURE, AND ALTERNATIVE LICENSURE COMPLETERS BY INSTITUTION 

Institution 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 
ASU 465 475 580 
ECU 737 751 796 
ECSU 50 56 72 
FSU 133 108 141 
NCA&T 87 52 108 
NCCU 141 203 126 
NCSU 320 279 362 
UNCA 66 59 72 
UNC-CH 175 174 190 
UNCC 595 623 566 
UNCG 492 414 451 
UNCP 153 151 122 
UNCW 354 334 396 
WCU 206 273 330 
WSSU 29 31 43 

UNC Total 4,003 3,983 4,355 

TABLE 3.2A(2). UNC TEACHER EDUCATION PRODUCTION BY AREA 
Area 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 
Mathematics 256 225 327 
Science 188 183 281 
Middle Grades 196 166 414 
Special Education 366 321 345 

UNC Total 1,006 895 1,367 
Note: Middle Grades mathematics and science concentrations are 
included in mathematics and science categories. 



3.2B. NURSING EDUCATION ENROLLMENT 

Following a statewide taskforce on nursing, the Board of 
Governors formed a Board committee to review the 
recommendations of the task force and make 
recommendations for expanding the production of nursing 
graduates at various levels.  Key among those 
recommendations was to set in motion the doubling of the 
number of pre-licensure nurses produced by UNC, the 
expansion of the Master of Nursing in Nursing Education to 
provide faculty for community colleges to expand their 
programs, increase the level of education of nurses with an 
expansion of RN-to-BSN programs, and expand the 
production of doctorates in nursing to replenish faculty 

ranks in UNC and, where needed, in the community 
colleges. 

In the past five years, undergraduate enrollment in 
nursing programs has grown from 2,571 to 2,977, an 
increase of 16%; master’s-level enrollment has grown from 
924 to 1,465, an increase of 59%; doctoral enrollment has 
grown from 66 to 118, an increase of 79%.  Fayetteville 
State University has suspended enrollment in its nursing 
program while the campus evaluates the program’s future, 
and the Board of Governors has approved Appalachian 
State University’s starting a pre-licensure nursing program 
in the summer of 2010. 

TABLE 3.2B. NURSING DEGREE CREDIT HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENT, 1997-2009 
Institution Level 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

ASU B 28 41 36 
ECU B 423 432 437 450 420 382 483 497 500 532 576 622 616 

M 102 121 92 105 92 73 123 211 290 355 413 482 485 
D 2 10 15 19 21 23 27 30 

FSU B 28 44 35 26 17 13 23 49 49 85 207 95 74 
NCA&T B 163 155 139 137 153 176 220 220 220 167 136 118 123 
NCCU B 163 157 126 140 113 95 91 134 109 95 121 128 103 
UNC-CH B 305 295 300 297 334 307 311 328 331 346 358 387 409 

M 146 169 142 152 168 159 149 163 179 168 171 166 202 
D 27 36 39 42 50 51 52 51 57 56 61 59 55 

UNCC B 173 234 217 191 218 216 224 206 187 221 299 296 287 
M 161 149 159 152 172 174 176 172 158 166 189 201 210 

UNCG B 319 355 371 341 289 295 323 314 318 329 341 340 307 
M 230 243 290 307 238 240 247 258 281 304 313 288 311 
D 12 21 26 32 33 

UNCP B 47 58 49 56 52 46 44 54 99 148 151 132 107 
UNCW B 165 162 150 137 127 122 132 151 163 176 197 207 219 

M 20 28 30 25 19 21 19 14 20 46 52 62 
WCU B 149 157 137 122 116 119 67 133 134 192 156 216 237 

M 30 27 41 15 29 41 49 56 73 83 92 
WSSU B 362 252 270 212 216 201 385 485 664 554 568 545 459 

M 50 60 63 83 110 119 103 
UNC Total  B 2,297 2,301 2,231 2,109 2,055 1,972 2,303 2,571 2,774 2,845 3,138 3,127 2,977 

M 639 702 741 773 736 680 795 924 1,034 1,152 1,315 1,391 1,465 
D 27 36 39 42 50 53 62 66 88 98 110 118 118 

Source: SDF.PR009C 
Notes: 1. Enrollment includes upper-division undergraduate, post-baccalaureate, and intermediate/specialist enrollment in the fall of each year. 
2. “B” = bachelor's degree, including post-baccalaureate certificates at UNCC and UNCG. 
3. “M” = master's degree, including intermediate/specialist degrees at ECU, UNCC, and UNCG. 
4. “D” = doctoral degree (or doctorate). 

 



3.2C. DEGREES PRODUCED IN NURSING PROGRAMS 

Overall, degree production has been on a definite upswing.  
At all levels, UNC institutions produced 1,178 nursing 
graduates in 2002-03, the base year for nursing expansion.  
That number increased to 2,116 in 2008-09, an increase of 
79.6% over the base year.  Pre-licensure nursing production 
has grown to 1,109 from 686 in the base year, an increase 
of 61.7%.  RN-to-BSN programs, which increase the 
educational level of nurses, have grown from 302 in the 
base year to 583 in 2008-09, an increase of 93%.  Master’s 

programs in nursing provide advanced-practice nurses and 
nursing faculty.  There the growth has been quite 
incredible, from 183 in the base year to 391 in 2008-09, an 
increase of 114%.  The economic climate may slow these 
increases, but UNC campuses have responded to the 
Nursing Task Force’s call to increase nursing production by 
25% by going well beyond this, and they are prepared to 
expand further to meet the need for nursing graduates at 
all levels in North Carolina. 

TABLE 3.2C. DEGREES PRODUCED IN NURSING PROGRAMS 
Degrees Institution Level 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 

Other  ECU  Intermediate/Specialist  0 0 4 3 4 7
UNCC  Post-Baccalaureate Certificate 0 0 7 11 12 9

Intermediate/Specialist  0 0 1 2 2 0
UNCG  Post-Baccalaureate Certificate 0 0 0 0 0 2

Intermediate/Specialist  0 0 0 2 1 4
Total  0 0 12 18 19 22 

BSN ASU  Bachelor's  0 0 0 0 4 0
ECU  Bachelor's  147 167 187 203 217 232
FSU  Bachelor's  0 0 2 8 74 37
NCA&T  Bachelor's  42 61 46 59 56 57
NCCU  Bachelor's  50 36 42 41 42 59
UNC-CH  Bachelor's  164 174 171 202 220 222
UNCC  Bachelor's  90 86 88 57 89 105
UNCG  Bachelor's  103 94 101 87 110 101
UNCP  Bachelor's  0 0 0 35 28 35
UNCW  Bachelor's  49 51 69 66 90 90
WCU  Bachelor's  43 42 54 54 48 53
WSSU  Bachelor's  100 118 148 292 147 118
Total  788 829 908 1,104 1,125 1,109 

MSN ECU  Master's  11 24 42 60 76 111
UNC-CH  Master's  50 46 67 60 57 55
UNCC  Master's  60 48 62 56 79 40
UNCG  Master's  121 93 88 70 107 92
UNCW  Master's  6 9 9 2 8 19
WCU  Master's  0 11 2 13 28 29
WSSU  Master's  0 13 11 1 37 45
Total  248 244 281 262 392 391 

PhD ECU  Doctorate  0 1 0 5 1 1
UNC-CH  Doctorate  8 6 10 6 8 6
UNCG  Doctorate  0 0 0 0 1 4
Total  8 7 10 11 10 11 

RN to ASU  Bachelor's  0 0 0 0 5 34
BSN ECU  Bachelor's  36 58 39 47 21 44

Master's  4 9 14 16 4 0
FSU  Bachelor's  6 19 8 6 12 4
NCA&T  Bachelor's  5 0 2 0 0 0
NCCU  Bachelor's  4 5 0 7 4 5
UNC-CH  Bachelor's  2 0 1 0 0 0
UNCC  Bachelor's  52 33 23 38 73 89
UNCG  Bachelor's  50 57 58 63 55 53
UNCP  Bachelor's  26 13 27 21 19 21
UNCW  Bachelor's  16 8 14 7 7 11
WCU  Bachelor's  10 18 20 6 33 37
WSSU  Bachelor's  81 65 169 1 231 285

Master's  0 13 0 16 12 0
Total  292 298 375 228 476 583 

UNC Total  1,336 1,378 1,586 1,623 2,022 2,116 
Source: SDF.ER020b 
Notes: 1. Nursing selected as CIP 5116 2. “RN to BSN” = Students coded RN on the SDF
3. “BSN” = Students coded Generic or AHEC on the 4. “MSN” = Students coded Generic or AHEC with Degree Intent of Masters 
5. “PhD” = Students with Degree Intent of PhD 



3.2D. NURSING EXAMINATION

Licensure is required for employment as a nurse in North 
Carolina.  The exam for this, the NCLEX, is given in every 
state and data are reported by state.  For 2009, UNC 
institutions with nursing programs had an average pass rate 
of 92%, with campus average pass rates ranging from 80% 
to 95%.  These pass rates are based on the first writing of 
the exam.  Many candidates for licensure pass in 
subsequence sittings for the exam. 

Nursing degree programs, in addition to being 
approved by the Board of Governors, need to be approved 
by the North Carolina Board of Nursing, both of which have 

applicable standards for remaining in good standing.  A 
program failing to achieve an average pass rate of 85% for 
two consecutive years invokes Board of Governors 
evaluation processes.  The Board of Nursing standard is that 
NCLEX passing rates for first-time writers be at 95% of the 
national pass rate or greater, based on a rolling three-year 
average.  For 2008, that rate was 83%.  No campus is below 
the Board of Governors standard.  While UNC Pembroke’s 
new program is technically below the Board of Nursing 
standard, it is not being held to the standard because of the 
strong positive direction the program is taking. 
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3.3. ECONOMIC IMPACT OF DEGREES AWARDED 

There are many ways to measure the economic impact of a 
university.  The overall budget of the University of North 
Carolina from all sources is approximately $7.4 billion.  Or one 
can highlight that sponsored research contracts and grants 
received each year exceed $1 billion.  But the most important 
measure is the value of the core activity of the University. 

Many studies show the value of a degree in terms of 
increased annual or lifetime earnings.  Dr. Michael Walden, 
William Neal Reynolds Distinguished Professor at North Carolina 
State University, assisted by Dr. Xiaoyun Yang of UNC General 
Administration, has conducted a study to document the lifetime 
economic value of the degrees of UNC graduates who are 
employed in North Carolina.  The study looks at how much more 
valuable a bachelor’s degree is than a high school diploma, a 
master’s degree than a bachelor’s degree, and a doctorate than 
a master’s degree. 

To do this assessment, data on UNC graduates were 
combined with data at the North Carolina Employment Security 
Commission.  This kind of analysis utilizes the core role of the 
University to increase knowledge and award credentials to make 
an economic impact.  As indicated by the following table, 
without a multiplier (a means to recognize the additional 
economic activity generated) the impact would be $7.4 billion, 
but with a conservative multiplier the impact would be $8.8 
billion.  Equally important is the impact of this income on state 
coffers.  The author concludes that for every dollar invested in 
UNC, between $1.4 and $1.6 of state and local revenue is 
realized. 

The study is on the web, at http://www.northcarolina.edu/ 
nctomorrow/UNC_Economic_Impact_-_Walden.pdf. 

TABLE 3.3A. EXPECTED AGGREGATE NET PRESENT VALUE OF ADDITIONAL LIFETIME INCOME EARNED BY 
GRADUATES OF UNC INSTITUTIONS WHO REMAIN WORKING IN NORTH CAROLINA, 2003-04 GRADUATING 
CLASS, IN 2006 DOLLARS 

Institution Without Multiplier Effects With Multiplier Effects
ASU $486,005,936 $583,207,123
ECU $793,635,690 $952,362,828
ECSU $25,048,073 $30,057,688
FSU $102,411,554 $122,893,865
NCA&T $168,774,550 $202,529,460
NCCU $219,533,045 $263,439,654
NCSU $1,400,442,255 $1,680,530,706
UNCA $29,209,093 $35,050,912
UNC-CH $1,443,952,217 $1,732,742,660
UNCC $981,809,907 $1,178,171,888
UNCG $743,071,824 $891,686,189
UNCP $154,867,404 $185,840,885
UNCW $375,991,188 $451,189,426
WCU $297,087,750 $365,505,300
WSSU $185,086,993 $222,104,392
Total UNC $7,406,927,479 $8,888,312,975 
Source: Calculations using data from UNC General Administration and the  
Employment Security Commission of North Carolina 
Note: Calculations from the University of North Carolina School of the Arts not included. 

TABLE 3.3B. RATES OF RETURN TO STATE APPROPRIATIONS FOR UNC INSTRUCTIONAL SPENDING ($ OF 
RETURN PER $ OF PUBLIC EXPENDITURE, 2003-04 GRADUATING CLASS, IN 2006 DOLLARS) 

Return of Lifetime Income of UNC Graduates Associated with Each 
Dollar of State Appropriations to Instructional Costs for the 
Graduates 

Return of State and Local Public Revenue from UNC Graduates Associated 
with Each Dollar of State Appropriations to Instructional Costs for the 
Graduates 

Return without multiplier 9.7 Return without multiplier 1.4 
Return with multiplier 11.6 Return with multiplier 1.6 

 

http://www.northcarolina.edu/nctomorrow/UNC_Economic_Impact_-_Walden.pdf


IV. TUITION 

The University of North Carolina has a tuition plan in place 
that restricts the amount tuition and fees can increase in 
any one year.  Increases in tuition and required fees are 
limited to 6.5% per year, and the actual operative 
percentage increase is tied to legislative funding in the 
previous year.  The North Carolina Constitution requires 

that public higher education be provided as free as 
practicable, and UNC tuition and fees are indeed among the 
lowest in the nation among our campuses peers.  As Table 
4C shows, each UNC campus is ranked the lowest or next to 
the lowest among their peers in terms of tuition and fees. 

TABLE 4A. UNC IN-STATE UNDERGRADUATE TUITION, 2005-06 THROUGH 2009-10 

Institution 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 % Change from 2005-06 to 2009-10 
ASU $1,821 $2,221 $2,221 $2,263 $2,341 28.6% 
ECU $2,135 $2,335 $2,431 $2,445 $2,491 16.7% 
ECSU $1,399 $1,490 $1,587 $1,611 $1,681 20.2% 
FSU $1,546 $1,746 $1,826 $1,826 $1,905 23.2% 
NCA&T $1,769 $1,994 $1,994 $1,994 $1,994 12.7% 
NCCU $1,878 $2,078 $2,218 $2,218 $2,264 20.6% 
NCSU $3,205 $3,530 $3,760 $3,860 $3,953 23.3% 
UNCA $1,897 $2,172 $2,307 $2,339 $2,389 25.9% 
UNC-CH $3,205 $3,455 $3,705 $3,705 $3,865 20.6% 
UNCC $2,129 $2,344 $2,461 $2,516 $2,516 18.2% 
UNCG $2,028 $2,308 $2,458 $2,507 $2,590 27.7% 
UNCP $1,689 $1,869 $1,949 $2,007 $2,060 22.0% 
UNCW $1,928 $2,221 $2,413 $2,459 $2,565 33.0% 
UNCSA $2,755 $3,074 $3,224 $3,224 $3,357 21.9% 
WCU $1,651 $1,904 $2,028 $2,078 $2,106 27.6% 
WSSU $1,451 $1,651 $1,701 $1,701 $1,769 21.9% 
UNC Average $2,030 $2,275 $2,393 $2,422 $2,490 22.7% 

TABLE 4B. UNC IN-STATE UNDERGRADUATE TUITION AND FEES COMBINED, 2005-06 THROUGH 2009-10 

Institution 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 % Change from 2005-06 to 2009-10 
ASU $3,280 $4,023 $4,241 $4,333 $4,491 36.9% 
ECU $3,627 $4,003 $4,368 $4,186 $4,477 23.4% 
ECSU $2,494 $2,765 $2,898 $2,922 $3,032 21.6% 
FSU $2,521 $2,867 $3,044 $3,044 $3,177 26.0% 
NCA&T $3,114 $3,414 $3,500 $3,583 $3,696 18.7% 
NCCU $3,096 $3,396 $3,606 $3,729 $3,922 26.7% 
NCSU $4,338 $4,783 $5,117 $5,274 $5,475 26.2% 
UNCA $3,455 $3,811 $4,045 $4,174 $4,330 25.3% 
UNC-CH $4,613 $5,033 $5,340 $5,397 $5,625 21.9% 
UNCC $3,549 $3,895 $4,153 $4,295 $4,427 24.7% 
UNCG $3,467 $3,813 $4,029 $4,135 $4,234 22.1% 
UNCP $2,980 $3,322 $3,507 $3,608 $3,736 25.4% 
UNCW $3,695 $4,160 $4,399 $4,528 $4,873 31.9% 
UNCSA $4,335 $4,704 $5,061 $5,166 $5,449 25.7% 
WCU $3,410 $3,731 $4,061 $4,196 $4,330 27.0% 
WSSU $2,805 $3,108 $3,300 $3,389 $3,522 25.6% 
UNC Average $3,424 $3,802 $4,042 $4,122 $4,300 25.6% 



 

TABLE 4C. UNC IN-STATE UNDERGRADUATE TUITION AND FEES COMPARED TO PEERS, FISCAL 
YEAR 2009-10 

Institution No. of Peers 
In-State Undergraduate 

Tuition & Fees 
Highest Tuition & Fees 

among Peers 
Lowest Tuition & Fees 

among Peers 
Rank Order from the 
Bottom among Peers 

ASU 19 $4,491 $12,420 $4,491 1 
ECU 16 $4,477 $10,180 $4,374 2 
ECSU 15 $3,032 $8,950 $3,032 1 
FSU 15 $3,177 $8,284 $3,177 1 
NCA&T 15 $3,696 $12,856 $3,696 1 
NCCU 17 $3,922 $11,698 $3,922 1 
NCSU 16 $5,475 $14,416 $4,373 2 
UNCA 12 $4,330 $13,234 $4,330 1 
UNC-CH 11 $5,625 $14,154 $4,373 2 
UNCC 17 $4,427 $10,506 $4,427 1 
UNCG 17 $4,234 $12,420 $3,349 2 
UNCP 19 $3,736 $8,944 $3,736 1 
UNCW 15 $4,873 $12,722 $4,873 1 
UNCSA 14 $5,449 $26,224 $5,449 1 
WCU 16 $4,330 $7,800 $4,330 1 
WSSU 17 $3,522 $11,606 $3,522 1 
Source: The Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) 
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6.2 RESEARCH PRODUCTIVITY 

While there are many measures of research productivity, 
the standard measure is the amount of funds received from 
external sources to support research.  For 2008-09, UNC 
received $1.1 billion for sponsored research.  It is a 
testament to the strength of the faculty that UNC has 
moved above the billion-dollar threshold and remained 

there.  Table 6.2B shows sponsored research funding 
received by faculty member by campus and across the 
University.  The average across the University is higher than 
the average faculty salary, and the same is true for some 
campuses. 

TABLE 6.2A. SPONSORED PROGRAM ACTIVITY, FISCAL YEAR 2009 

  Proposals Submitted*  Awards Received** 
Constituent Institution Number Dollars Number Dollars 
Doctoral Granting Universities   

NCSU 3137 $1,116,200,329 1938 $206,143,934 
UNC-CH 4355 $2,740,162,488 4171 $716,242,666 
ECU 772 $268,086,020 414 $40,760,962 
UNCC 706 $229,143,352 390 $36,581,079 
NCA&T 344 $189,168,141 211 $57,704,040 
UNCG 512 $129,237,107 267 $35,375,420 

Master's Colleges and Universities 
ASU 282 $33,394,782 228 $14,576,504 
FSU 72 $31,487,441 44 $12,484,562 
NNCCU 156 $96,935,329 86 $20,171,627 
UNCP 50 $8,347,868 45 $4,406,670 
UNCW 216 $68,376,561 212 $19,394,782 
WCU 105 $21,884,820 89 $5,790,853 
WSSU 116 $60,442,581 51 $12,060,947 

Baccalaureate Colleges 
UNCA 45 $7,488,702  30 $1,990,980  
ECSU 81 $55,557,742  55 $9,572,683  

Special Focus Institutions 
UNCSA 0 $0  0 $0  
NCSSM 16 $970,455  10 $682,938  

System Office 
UNC General Administration 18 $11,270,340  15 $7,275,240  

UNC Total 10,983 $5,068,154,059 8,256 $1,201,215,886 
Interinstitutional Subagreements (422) ($65,654,930) (380) ($24,722,734) 

American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (1110) ($757,223,409) (47) ($12,235,412) 

UNC Adjusted Total 9,451 $4,245,275,719 7,829 $1,164,257,740 
*   Not all current-fiscal-year submissions are funded in the same fiscal year. 
** Some current-fiscal-year awards are to prior-fiscal-year submissions. 
Note: UNC Adjusted Total does not include interinstitutional subagreements, internal proposals, or American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act Funds. 
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TABLE 7B. CAPACITY/ENROLLMENT RATIO, 2004–2008 

  ASF of Instructional Total Student Capacity / Enrollment Ratio** 

Institution & Lib. Facilities Clock Hours* 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 
Research Universities I       

NCSU 1,584,013 409,946.0 3.6 3.9 3.5 3.9 3.9 
UNC-CH 1,582,377 282,984.5 5.6 5.6 5.7 5.6 5.6 

Subtotal 3,166,390 692,930.5 4.4 4.6 4.4 4.6 4.6 

Doctoral Universities I and II       
ECU 1,004,072 264,003.0 3.5 3.8 3.7 4.0 3.8 
NCA&T 686,177 129,975.5 4.0 4.3 5.0 5.5 5.3 
UNCC 902,123 283,729.5 2.8 3.1 3.2 3.1 3.2 
UNCG 711,406 210,555.5 4.0 3.4 3.3 3.3 3.4 

Subtotal 3,303,778 888,263.5 3.5 3.6 3.7 3.7 3.7 

Master's (Comprehensive) Universities and Colleges I      
ASU 730,177 235,550.5 3.7 4.9 3.4 3.3 3.1 
FSU 287,726 68,943.0 4.0 4.2 3.6 3.4 4.2 
NCCU 488,726 99,732.0 4.2 4.8 5.0 4.7 4.9 
UNCP 289,242 65,422.0 4.6 4.5 4.2 4.4 4.4 
UNCW 499,539 169,174.0 2.8 2.7 2.7 2.8 3.0 
WCU 501,086 101,774.0 5.4 5.1 4.6 4.3 4.9 
WSSU 297,738 79,301.0 6.2 5.6 4.0 4.3 3.8 

Subtotal 3,094,234 819,896.5 3.9 4.3 3.7 3.7 3.8 

Baccalaureate (Liberal Arts) Universities and Colleges I and II     
ECSU 251,187 38,930.5 6.4 6.5 6.2 6.5 6.5 
UNCA 273,778 53,735.5 4.8 5.0 4.9 4.9 5.1 

Subtotal 524,965 92,666.0 5.7 5.6 4.8 5.6 5.7 

Schools of Art, Music, and Design       
UNCSA 276,320 34,862.5 9.6 8.6 8.2 8.1 7.9 

*   Student clock hours is a measurement of the total weekly hours of scheduled instruction for all of an institution's students.  It is 
each course by multiplying the number of times the course meets each week by the number of hours of each course meeting, and 
product by the number of students. 
** The capacity/enrollment ratio is the amount of instructional and library space on a campus divided by the total fall term clock hours.  A 
low ratio generally indicates a high level of utilization. 

 



 

TABLE 7C. PERCENT CLASSROOM OCCUPANCY BY HOUR AND BY INSTITUTION, 2008 

    8am 9am 10am 11am 12pm 1pm 2pm 3pm 4pm 5pm 6pm  7pm  8pm 9pm Total 

Research Universities I                         
  NCSU 39.4 64.0 83.6 82.3 71.1 78.2 71.8 55.5 52.3 33.4 28.4 24.5 15.5 4.9 50.3 

  UNC-CH 27.0 57.3 61.7 65.0 56.2 60.0 60.6 53.9 36.1 17.9 15.5 9.5 5.6 1.7 37.7 

Doctoral Universities I and II                       
  ECU 35.0 71.0 77.2 75.0 63.8 61.0 60.1 58.1 38.7 21.6 24.6 18.6 16.4 11.8 45.2 

  NCA&T 39.0 58.1 58.5 55.2 47.0 45.9 50.9 42.8 33.3 21.7 29.0 24.0 14.1 2.1 37.3 

  UNCC 29.4 71.9 68.7 65.8 72.5 50.9 57.8 62.4 42.0 34.8 46.9 38.7 25.1 15.4 48.7 

  UNCG 33.7 85.2 86.7 87.8 75.5 75.5 73.4 68.5 55.2 32.4 54.3 40.1 29.7 10.3 57.8 

Master's                               
  ASU 34.5 75.9 77.3 75.8 68.6 63.5 67.7 67.5 49.8 25.6 25.7 14.7 10.5 3.6 47.2 

  FSU 33.3 66.7 68.2 72.4 60.7 54.4 34.9 28.9 28.7 39.6 47.3 45.6 26.4 5.1 43.7 

  NCCU 17.4 51.9 51.8 48.4 45.2 40.8 44.1 34.5 29.2 27.8 36.8 33.7 26.4 7.5 35.4 

  UNCP 43.9 74.3 53.6 81.8 82.3 69.8 62.3 49.5 26.8 28.0 42.3 37.0 30.9 19.5 50.1 

  UNCW 42.2 77.6 80.8 80.0 75.7 69.7 62.5 66.2 52.4 40.0 45.7 26.8 14.1 7.8 53.0 

  WCU 40.9 71.3 74.4 77.6 76.5 71.1 70.0 63.3 42.4 21.8 25.8 19.6 12.5 1.6 47.8 

  WSSU 41.7 57.0 38.3 60.2 55.2 44.1 55.7 54.8 43.0 20.2 42.2 36.7 22.6 8.7 41.5 

Baccalaureate                             
  ECSU 23.9 39.7 44.8 45.6 35.5 34.1 19.7 28.5 25.9 13.8 15.8 12.1 7.6 0.3 24.8 

  UNCA 28.7 79.3 86.3 86.0 82.7 73.3 75.3 67.3 60.7 35.0 39.7 36.3 27.0 2.3 55.7 

Schools of Art, Music, and Design                     
  UNCSA 34.5 47.5 44.3 32.9 18.4 29.0 34.5 28.2 7.8 4.7 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 20.7 

UNC Total 33.9 66.1 68.7 70.1 63.3 60.1 59.3 54.2 41.0 26.6 31.6 24.8 16.8 6.6 44.5 

TABLE 7D. PERCENT LABORATORY OCCUPANCY BY HOUR AND BY INSTITUTION, 2008 

    8am 9am 10am 11am 12pm 1pm 2pm 3pm 4pm 5pm 6pm  7pm  8pm 9pm Total 

Research Universities I                             
  NCSU 8.1 14.4 20.0 19.9 21.0 27.3 26.9 25.2 24.6 18.0 12.6 8.4 6.6 2.8 16.8 

  UNC-CH 6.7 14.9 17.1 16.0 18.1 30.7 34.2 34.2 26.2 8.8 11.4 10.1 6.7 4.5 17.1 

Doctoral Universities I and II                         
  ECU 16.6 29.1 33.1 27.8 28.4 28.3 34.5 33.6 27.9 14.0 13.7 11.6 10.6 3.5 22.3 

  NCA&T 10.9 13.5 15.4 14.4 9.1 15.7 17.7 15.1 10.1 5.7 6.7 4.3 1.9 0.4 10.1 

  UNCC 12.9 29.9 27.9 29.7 31.4 21.3 38.2 38.9 31.1 21.5 21.4 19.1 12.2 7.6 24.5 

  UNCG 13.0 43.6 42.6 40.8 37.4 44.9 49.9 50.9 36.1 23.6 17.4 14.8 10.9 4.4 30.7 

Master's                               
  ASU 20.2 41.3 47.7 46.4 35.8 41.1 47.4 47.9 41.5 29.2 20.2 11.7 6.2 2.5 31.4 

  FSU 15.4 34.0 33.3 30.2 27.7 34.0 16.8 14.4 12.3 11.6 15.4 14.4 7.4 2.5 19.2 

  NCCU 10.6 23.2 19.0 21.6 15.5 29.0 31.9 23.2 20.0 16.8 14.2 11.6 4.2 0.0 17.2 

  UNCP 18.1 36.3 34.4 38.8 41.3 43.1 43.1 37.5 26.9 12.5 15.0 13.8 11.3 1.9 26.7 

  UNCW 18.6 41.9 42.2 41.7 45.6 49.2 52.5 53.6 44.4 26.4 31.9 22.8 13.9 7.5 35.2 

  WCU 7.4 18.3 17.6 21.3 25.9 22.0 28.0 29.8 23.9 11.9 8.5 7.0 6.5 3.0 16.5 

  WSSU 12.9 21.6 17.1 26.1 23.2 20.6 27.7 25.8 24.2 13.9 18.1 15.8 10.6 3.9 18.7 

Baccalaureate                             
  ECSU 15.9 25.9 32.2 26.3 17.4 18.1 13.3 22.2 21.9 16.7 11.5 5.2 1.1 0.0 16.3 

  UNCA 11.1 36.1 46.7 37.8 30.0 46.1 55.0 56.7 48.9 18.3 15.6 11.7 8.9 2.8 30.4 

Schools of Art, Music, and Design                       
  UNCSA 10.5 12.4 29.5 40.0 34.9 15.6 25.1 36.5 34.3 32.1 16.5 21.3 21.3 21.3 25.1 

UNC Total 12.1 24.1 26.8 26.7 25.4 28.2 32.1 31.9 26.8 17.0 14.7 11.6 8.1 4.0 20.7 

Source: FAC.FAC001C                           

 



VIII. ENDOWMENT MARKET VALUE AND GROWTH 

All campuses are well aware of the necessity of raising 
private funds to supplement state appropriations and other 
sources of campus support.  The following table 
summarizes the endowments for each campus and tracks 
changes between FY 2004 and FY 2009.  Overall, there was 
strong and steady growth through 2008, but with the 

economic downturn, endowments took almost a half-billion 
dollar hit in FY 2009.  The good news is that the overall 
economic recovery will help restore what has been lost.  
But this change in endowment has come at a time when 
other sources of funds are constricting as well. 

TABLE 8. ENDOWMENT MARKET VALUE AND PERCENT INCREASE, 2004-2009 

Endowment Market Value:   
Institution FY2004 FY2005 FY2006 FY2007 FY2008 FY2009
ASU $52,732,845 $47,520,162 $53,123,721 $62,244,693 $61,954,079 $50,391,902
ECU $65,729,000 $69,742,000 $79,002,000 $90,425,000 $95,041,000 $87,152,000
ECSU $2,267,262 $3,821,838 $5,208,731 $5,099,233 $3,878,418 $3,253,643
FSU DNA $6,361,761 $6,890,924 $11,349,962 $12,496,516 $12,111,665
NCA&T DNA $14,571,670 $16,038,262 $18,247,734 $19,873,654 $20,732,170
NCCU $13,042,161 $21,770,662 $24,072,709 $28,761,252 $29,078,128 $22,773,875
NCSU $324,189,000 $380,541,000 $412,298,000 $535,003,000 $544,551,000 $463,866,000
UNCA $14,916,398 $16,568,061 $19,469,727 $23,605,883 $25,674,771 $21,805,578
UNC-CH $1,232,118,534 $1,432,550,726 $1,687,838,091 $2,178,924,581 $2,335,824,025 $1,903,720,728
UNCC $86,999,000 $125,412,899 $139,870,408 $159,110,855 DNA $112,993,951
UNCG $124,220,645 $137,885,061 $155,642,459 $183,751,626 $180,481,694 $152,256,230
UNCP $4,811,598 $6,012,336 $8,173,670 $10,102,662 $10,595,073 $11,752,229
UNCW $23,030,000 $33,544,173 $40,010,993 $50,794,000 $55,083,000 $48,931,253
UNCSA $18,038,000 $21,714,091 $25,721,864 $27,685,164 $25,701,551 $20,317,009
WCU $23,280,050 $23,217,783 $30,515,686 $36,305,782 $38,673,464 $33,857,597
WSSU $15,482,487 $16,830,869 $18,264,528 $21,759,269 $24,763,373 $19,874,537
UNC Total $2,000,856,980 $2,358,065,092 $2,722,141,773 $3,443,170,696 $3,463,669,746 $2,985,790,367

Percent Increase from Previous Year: 
Institution FY2004 FY2005 FY2006 FY2007 FY2008 FY2009
ASU base year -9.9% 11.8% 17.2% -0.5% -18.7%
ECU base year 6.1% 13.3% 14.5% 5.1% -8.3%
ECSU base year 68.6% 36.3% -2.1% -23.9% -16.1%
FSU base year n/a n/a 64.7% 10.1% -3.1%
NCA&T base year n/a n/a 13.8% 8.9% 4.3%
NCCU base year 66.9% 10.6% 19.5% 1.1% -21.7%
NCSU base year 17.4% 8.3% 29.8% 1.8% -14.8%
UNCA base year 11.1% 17.5% 21.2% 8.8% -15.1%
UNC-CH base year 16.3% 17.8% 29.1% 7.2% -18.5%
UNCC base year 44.2% 11.5% 13.8% n/a n/a
UNCG base year 11.0% 12.9% 18.1% -1.8% -15.6%
UNCP base year 25.0% 35.9% 23.6% 4.9% 10.9%
UNCW base year 45.7% 19.3% 27.0% 8.4% -11.2%
UNCSA base year 20.4% 18.5% 7.6% -7.2% -21.0%
WCU base year -0.3% 31.4% 19.0% 6.5% -12.5%
WSSU base year 8.7% 8.5% 19.1% 13.8% -19.7%
UNC Total base year 17.9% 15.4% 26.5% 0.6% -13.8% 
Source: Voluntary Support of Education (VSE) Note: “DNA” stands for data not available, “n/a” for not applicable. 
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