
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Members, Committee on Educational Planning, Policies, and Programs 
 
FROM: Alan Mabe 
 
DATE: June 2, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: Recommended Approval of Programs for Licensure at DeVry University 
 
Background:  From 1923 to 1963, the State Board of Education licensed nonpublic 
institutions to confer degrees in North Carolina.  In 1963, the General Assembly transferred 
this responsibility to the State Board of Higher Education.  In 1972, the General Assembly 
dissolved the State Board of Higher Education and assigned the responsibility for licensure to 
the Board of Governors of the University of North Carolina.   
 
Thus, the Board of Governors is charged under North Carolina General Statute, Section 116-
15, with responsibility for licensing nonpublic educational institutions to conduct post-
secondary degree activity in North Carolina in accord with rules, regulations, and procedures 
it establishes. This includes all institutions that were not grandfathered in at the time of the 
1972 statute and any out-of-state institution (public or private) seeking to offer postsecondary 
degree activity in North Carolina. The General Assembly clearly intended that post-
secondary degree activity be carefully overseen in the State to protect the citizens of North 
Carolina from consumer fraud or deceptive acts or practices.   
 
Jurisdictional Authority: The General Statutes of the State of North Carolina specify that 
the powers and duties of the Board of Governors of the University of North Carolina, in 
addition to those related to governance of the constituent institutions of the University, 
include regulatory authority to issue to certain nonpublic post-secondary educational 
institutions licensure to conduct post-secondary degree activity in North Carolina. The statute 
pertaining to such licensing, North Carolina General Statutes Section 116-15, is reproduced 
in the Appendix to the Rules and Standards to be found at the UNC Website at: 
http://www.northcarolina.edu/aa_planning/licensure/Rules__Standards__Master_Updated_1-081.pdf 
 
Issues Involved:  Four degree proposals from DeVry University. One is at the associate’s 
degree level and three are at the bachelor’s level. 
 
All four proposed programs have been reviewed in terms of the Rules and Standards for 
Licensure and a team has visited the school. 
 
Recommended Action:  Based on the proposed programs meeting the Board’s requirements 
for licensure, the President recommends the awarding of licensure to these four programs. 
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