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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Members, Committee on Educational Planning, Policies, and Programs 

FROM:  Alan Mabe 

DATE:  September 29, 2009 

SUBJECT: Recommended Approval of Programs for Licensure 
 
Background:  From 1923 to 1963, the State Board of Education licensed nonpublic 
institutions to confer degrees in North Carolina.  In 1963, the General Assembly transferred 
this responsibility to the State Board of Higher Education.  In 1972, the General Assembly 
dissolved the State Board of Higher Education and assigned the responsibility for licensure to 
the Board of Governors of The University of North Carolina.   
 
Thus, the Board of Governors is charged under North Carolina General Statute, Section 116-15, 
with responsibility for licensing nonpublic educational institutions to conduct post-secondary 
degree activity in North Carolina in accord with rules, regulations and procedures it establishes. 
This includes all institutions that were not grandfathered in at the time of the 1972 statute and 
any out-of-state institution (public or private) seeking to offer postsecondary degree activity in 
North Carolina. The General Assembly clearly intended that post-secondary degree activity be 
carefully overseen in the State to protect the citizens of North Carolina from consumer fraud or 
deceptive acts or practices. 
 
Jurisdictional Authority: The General Statutes of the State of North Carolina specify that 
the powers and duties of the Board of Governors of the University of North Carolina, in 
addition to those related to governance of the constituent institutions of the University, 
include regulatory authority to issue to certain nonpublic post-secondary educational 
institutions licensure to conduct post-secondary degree activity in North Carolina. The statute 
pertaining to such licensing, North Carolina General Statutes Section 116-15, is reproduced 
in the Appendix to the Rules and Standards to be found at the UNC Website at 
http://www.northcarolina.edu/aa_planning/licensure/Rules__Standards__Master_Updated_1-081.pdf. 
 
Issues Involved:  ITT Technical Institute in High Point has applied for licensure to offer an 
Associate of Applied Science in Nursing in High Point.  ECPI College of Technology in 
Greensboro has applied for licensure to offer an Associate of Applied Science in Health 
Science, an Associate of Science in Electronics Engineering Technology, an Associate of 
Science in Computer and Information Science, and a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration in Greensboro. 
 
Proposals from both schools have been reviewed in terms of the Rules and Standards for 
Licensure and teams have visited both schools. 
 
Recommended Action:  Based on the proposed programs meeting the Board’s requirements 
for licensure, the President recommends the awarding licensure to these five programs. 
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SUMMARY OF VISIT OF TEAM OF EXAMINERS FOR HIGH POINT ITT TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
ITT Educational Services, Inc. (ITT/ESI), headquartered in Carmel, Indiana, provides 
technology-oriented postsecondary degree programs. ITT has been continuously active in higher 
education in the United States since 1969. ITT/ESI states that it currently offers associate, 
bachelor, and master degree programs and non-degree diploma programs to more than 61,000 
students in the U.S. As of January 2009, there are 105 ITT Technical Institutes and 10 learning 
sites located in 37 states.  ITT reports that all of these locations are authorized by the applicable 
education authorities of the states in which they operate and are accredited by the Accrediting 
Council for Independent Colleges and Schools (ACICS), a commission recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education.  
 
ITT has North Carolina sites in Charlotte, High Point, Morrisville, and North Charlotte.  The 
High Point campus started its first classes in December 2007 and currently offers four 
previously-licensed degree programs.  
 
THE APPLICATION AND SITE VISIT 
 
ITT Technical Institute has applied for licensure to add the following new degree program to its 
academic inventory to be offered at the High Point ITT campus:  Associate in Applied Science in 
Nursing. 
 
Pursuant to the Rules and Standards: Licensing Nonpublic Institutions to Conduct Post-
Secondary Degree Activity in North Carolina, Dr. Frank Prochaska, Associate Vice President for 
Academic Affairs at UNC General Administration, appointed the following team of examiners: 

• Dr. Richard E. Neel, Chair, Dean Emeritus, Belk College of Business, and Professor of 
Economics Emeritus, University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Charlotte, North 
Carolina 

• Dr. Ann M. Newman, Associate Professor of Nursing, School of Nursing, College of 
Health and Human Services, University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Charlotte, North 
Carolina  

• Dr. Frank Prochaska, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, The University of 
North Carolina General Administration, Chapel Hill, North Carolina, Ex Officio. 

 
The team’s task was to review the application and to participate in a site visit to determine if the 
institution demonstrated compliance with the licensure standards contained in the Rules and 
Standards.  Since the ITT Technical Institute at Norfolk, Virginia, has recently initiated an 
Associate in Applied Science degree program in Nursing and since its facilities and equipment for 
this degree program are essentially identical to those which will be installed for the proposed 
Associate in Applied Science degree program in Nursing at the ITT Technical Institute at High 
Point, the team of examiners visited the Norfolk institution.  The visit took place on June 16, 2009. 
 
Either prior to the visit or during the visit, many items of documentation were reviewed by the 
team of examiners including the following: the licensure application with several exhibits, 
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curriculum for the proposed degree program, course syllabi, library resources (both print and 
electronic), instructional resources, computer resources, educational facilities, audited financial 
statements, faculty educational credentials, budget information, 2007-08 ITT Technical Institute 
at High Point Faculty Handbook, promotional brochures, and the 2009 ITT Technical Institute at 
High Point Catalog.   
 
During the visit, the team of examiners met with representatives of ITT Educational Services, 
Inc., the ITT Technical Institute at High Point, and the ITT Technical Institute at Norfolk. The 
team also met with six students who are enrolled in the Associate in Applied Science degree 
program in Nursing at the ITT Technical Institute at Norfolk. 
 
PROPOSED DEGREE PROGRAM 
 
Associate in Applied Science (AAS) in Nursing 
The objective of the AAS in Nursing program is to help graduates prepare to become licensed 
Registered Nurses (RN) after successful completion of the NCLEX-RN (National Council 
Licensure Examination).  The program combines theory and clinical components in addressing 
the concepts of professional nursing roles:  caregiver, advocate, educator, communicator, and 
manager. Graduates of this program are eligible to apply for and take the NCLEX-RN for 
licensure as a Registered Nurse.  Graduates may pursue careers as Registered Nurses, caring for 
patients across the life span in a variety of health care areas ranging from intensive care nursing 
to community-based settings.   
 
The proposed degree program requires 44 quarter credit hours in general education courses, 65 in 
the area of specialized preparation, and a total of 109 quarter credit hours. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
After the site visit, the Preliminary Report to the President of The University of North Carolina 
from the Team of Examiners for the Licensure Visit to the ITT Technical Institute at High Point’s 
Proposed Associate in Applied Science Degree Program in Nursing was submitted. In the report, 
the team of examiners included one suggestion and ten recommendations.  Suggestions reflect 
the professional judgment of team members, and do not signify that the institution is not in 
compliance with the Rules and Standards.  A suggestion is written for the institution’s benefit, 
and it does not need to be addressed by the institution; the recommendations, however, must be 
implemented by the institution.  The recommendations addressed issues of facilities 
requirements, the number of clinical placements, faculty credentials, and documentation 
concerning the required tuition guaranty bond and other issues. The team also recommended that 
the ITT Technical Institute at High Point have in place North Carolina Board of Nursing 
approval prior to the start of this proposed degree program.  
 
The team concludes its report by stating that it recommends the ITT Technical Institute at High 
Point be licensed to offer the AAS degree in Nursing subject to compliance with the ten 
Recommendations contained in the report. The team of examiners also recommends, if licensure 
is granted, that a team of examiners visit the ITT High Point campus one year from the date that 
the first classes are started in the AAS degree program in Nursing to review compliance with the 
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Recommendations contained in the report, as well as to review overall compliance with the 
fifteen licensure Standards.  
 
After receiving the team of examiners’ report, ITT Technical Institute at High Point responded 
satisfactorily to the recommendations. 
 
Dr. Frank Prochaska agrees with the team’s review and recommendations.  Thus, General 
Administration recommends the ITT Technical Institute at High Point be licensed to offer the 
AAS degree in Nursing.  One year from the date that classes first begin in this degree program,   
a team of examiners will visit the ITT Technical Institute at High Point to review compliance 
with the Recommendations contained in the report, as well as to review overall compliance with 
the fifteen licensure Standards.  
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